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Executive Summary

The Omo-Shasha-Oluwa Forest Reserves coms@ine of the last remaining forests in south-
western Nigeria, but are ttaned by logging, over hunting ankkarance for farmland. The
NCF is supporting a project to establish a newtected area for coasvation, educational
purposes and tourism in southwé$igeria from the remaining natural forest areas within the
boundaries of Omo, Oluwa and Shasha forestrvese The socioeconomic assessment of the
proposed project are conduced atway investigation, examining holives of people are being
affected and how the individuahd collective social ideas and axts of people will also affect
the proposed protected area foueakion and tourism centre deopiment as people residing in
the area try to meeteir livelihood needs.

The degree of dependence of tbeal population varies from one settlement or group to another
and according to gender, generation, socias;lanigrant status and ethnic background. The
settlements vary significantly in size and leeélpermanency, leading to the need to consider
each location individually. The study looks attleenents in the sulstors of Omo Forest
Reserve, specifically J1, J3, J4, and in OluwasE@rea. The assessment did not only consider
the immediate proposed project sitderred to in this report adirectly affected communities,
but also the surrounding areas referred to asdotly affected and not more than 5-10km to the
project site.

The socio-economic assessment study was destgnassess the social, cultural and economic
characteristics of the communities in the vicinity of the site chosen for the proposed protected
area, specifically: demographprofile, social capital, villge economy and local livelihoods,
natural capital, level of infrastructural development and development needs assessment, and
finally, attitudes and perceptions of the loitddabitants about the protected forest areas.

Several theoretical assumptiomngere established that helped to form the framework of the
assessment, noting that any intervention will sureult in a cause — effect change process in
any social unit with potentially both negativedgmositive impact upon the stakeholders. Arising
from all these considerations, the lerobjective of the study is as follow3o provide a
comprehensive assessment of the socialiural and economic chacteristics of the
communities in the vicinity of the proposedtected area (education and visitor centre) and
suggest the probable negative angipige impacts of the projeon the people of the locality.

The main source of data for the assessmemtrimary data collected in the enclaves. The
primary data is made up of both quantitatawed qualitative data. A combination of research
methods were used in this study including: egviof secondary datagconnaissance survey to
identify all communities (enclaves) and to sens communities or enclaves members about the
proposed studies and project; gathering of (taive data througha survey of sampled
residents in the enclaves with random sarmp@3 and 52 residents including males and females
were sampled in Omo and Oluwa Forests respey, yielding a total of 145 respondents; In-
depth interviews (IDIs) with a purposive sdmpf 14 and 9 local leaders in Omo and Oluwa
settlements respectively; 28 and 18 FGDs wereathout groups of adult males and females in
Omo and Oluwa Forests respectively: directeobations in the selected enclaves using a
checklist of items; and parti@pory tools during FGDs, spediéilly community mapping, venn



diagram and paired needs ranking and develgp studies, wherever relevant, from examples
provided in the discussions orlE The logistical constraintsere the most difficult challenge
facing the research team, particularly witle thery poor roads. Ene were 43 settlements
identified through discussions with key informafrtem the locality and by #hfield visits in the
two protected forest areas. These were strdtifieo two groups on thieasis of their proximity

to the proposed project area and the consediiefihood of being #ected by the project.

The report presents the findings of the studywno chapters — chapters 3 and 4 for Omo and
Oluwa Forest Reserves respectively. In susnmary, however, the findings on each of the
issues are presented together to show the siti@kaand differences in the characteristics of the
inhabitants in the two areas. dleconclusions derived are alsardwith presented to be more
concise for the summary.

The first major set of findings from the studyfaigused on the demographprofile of the local
populations. For the demographic profile of theal population, the datgenerated referred to
the inhabitants that were survelyeThis is not a total picture tiie entire population resident in
the study area. Regarding the age distributiothefresidents in the enclaves, the study found
that while the study was purposive in selectingstiyoadults over 30 years of age, there was
some difference in the specific locations whicheged to be related the size and degree of
permanence of the settlements. In J4, fange, with more permanent communities, there
were more older persons than the small, tearyosettlements that were home to persons more
likely to be younger and migrants, many of whaid not reside in the enclaves with their
families.

The sample was stratified by sex with more males selected than females in both forest areas, but
it was also found that there were more men thhamen in the enclaves. According to many of

the male respondents, their wives and childrerdeesi the larger, more permanent settlements

or towns further away from the reserve area. ®hmartly due to lack of schools in the reserve,

but also because in some settlements the houskbaltistays in the forest reserve to farm, hunt

or engage in other livelihood activities during the week and comes to the town to be with his
family on the weekend. Many of the inhabigrd@re migrants from outside the immediate
vicinity and their families stay ithe permanent place of residence.

The findings on religion obtainedsonses for only the two main ones — Christian and Muslim,
finding that somewhat more of the respondenés @inristian in both localities. Although the
respondents did not profess to tvaditional religious worshipps, there is edence of the
practice of traditional religions ithe form of sacred sites andisies in many of the settlements.

Many of the settlements are small migrant caagpsmall as having 2 0 huts and perhaps as
few as 10 to 30 inhabitants. Even though the nitgjof the residents are migrants, more than
50% of the residents had stayedhis area for more than 10 years. Some of the residents leave
on Friday and come back on Mondays. Althougarly all of the sampled respondents from
both of the reserves are Yoruba, a relativehalsmproportion of the residents of Omo Forest
Reserve (less than 10%) originditem Ogun State. Similarly, thamajority of the residents of
Oluwa Forest Reserve are migrafitsm outside Ondo State who has@me here to settle, farm



and hunt. J4 in Omo area, with a few lafgaore permanent communities, however, has a
higher proportion of the sidents from the State.

The great majority of the inhabitants in both reserve areas are married. This is related to the age
distribution of the sampled respamds, but it also illustratethat whether their families are
residing together or not, the residents are mastyied. Several of the informants reported that
their wives and children stay ia different town or village sthat even though they may be
married, they do not have the advantage of family labour on their farms.

The educational status of the sampled responde@biiwa Forest Reserve generally low with

50% stating that they have no faheducation. This is at vance with the findings from Omo
Forest Reserve where relatively few had no foreshication and a sigieaint proportion even

had secondary or vocational education. The ptapoof non literate residents will affect the
ability to disseminate information in any form other than non written messages. With the general
lack of primary and secondary sdi®in the reserve areas, thaligpto ensure education even

for the children is limited. For this reason, manyhaf children reside in other locations to go to
school.

The study examined the available social capital in the area. The most common groups found in
Omo Forest Reserve are cooperatjviecluding trade unions such @kadaRiders association

or farmers’ cooperatives, Town Developmentdmand religious groupsinformal savings and

work exchange groups are not common in the stuely. arhis is likely du& the migrant nature

of the residents so that there is limited wogktogether on common activities. The most
common social group in Oluwa Forest Resakea is the Town Development Union, followed

by the age grade society and the informal savings and credit assoaatign)( These groups

may be incorporated into development activiagsa major way to mobilize the local population

for conservation and development activities.

The study identified religious sites sdcial significance. For the mstopart, this was restricted to
religious places of worship, whether churchessques or importantly, sacred sites such as
shrine forests or sacred lakasad so on. It is important toaggnize these sitemd show respect

for the culture of the people. The researchers did not find much evidence of cemeteries or other
sites of historical significance in the reservenc8ithe majority of the residents are migrants and
some of the settlements are temporary dwellings understandable that persons would bury
their dead in their places of oifig The presence of churches,sguoes or even traditional sacred

sites is an indication of the permanency of $htlement. Those witho places of worship are

less likely to be permanent residences of the inhabitants.

Since all of the settlements identified in the &hneeserve are largely @ up of Yoruba people,
the local leadership structure follows the sgmaétern. However, since the settlements in the
forest reserve are quite small and many are temporary camps, nearly alblaale @ot anoba.
The baale in the settlement is subject to the tramtial community leaders in larger towns or
cities in the vicinity. It isvery important to understandhé identify the corret leadership
positions and office holders to inform and gaireir approval of interventions. This will
facilitate the mobilization of # local population. On the othkand, if the community leaders



are not properly informed and their consent is atafained, this will serve as a serious obstacle
to securing the cooperation of the inhabitants.

Aside from radio, which is the most promineaurce of information, other common sources are
informal and face-to-face. In Omo Forest Resgthe forest officials do form an important
information source since there is a Forest Guard Post in the area and the forest guards interact
regularly with the people. This is important $@t there is access to official information on
regulations. However, other affal sources of information agenerally lackng. Less than %

of the sampled residents have any interactiogasn information from extension agents. One

area that the Project may want to improve is in the dissemination of information through formal
channels to ensure the people are well informed.

The local economy for the rural dwellers of tlegest reserves is almost totally based upon
dependence on the natural resource base. Thbitants base their livelihoods upon agricultural
production and processing, gathering non timberdbproducts (NTFPshunting and providing
services for the other residents. The mostpnent income-generating activity in both of the
forest reserves is farming. A common featurahef rural dwellers in # reservess having
multiple income-generating actiigs to meet their diverse lilleood needs. Processing of the
farm produce is another activity engaged inrt®arly everyone sampled. People sometimes
combine farming with processing and / or trgdas well as other means of securing goods or
cash.

Cocoa and kolanut are among the most promin@misgoroduced in bothserve areas. Plantain
and banana are similarly very wigeggrown in the areasOf the food crops, cassava is the most
commonly produced. There is relatively littlerra@ion in crops grown between the sectors in
Omo Forest Reserve except in the case of wdich is commonly produced Oluwa Reserve as
well as in J1 and J4, but not in J3.

Differentiation of income-generating activities bynger is important so thahe project will be
able to take into consideration the needs amdlaeriges of both males and females and to ensure
that the intervention will not lead to great geniequity. The major gendelifferences were in
production of economic tree cropggnting, logging and transpotian providers for men, while
women specialize in processing kulds, gari and palm oil and thetrading. Males and females
generally have equal accesstite land, although there werecauple incidences where women
felt they were not given access to good landsmast locations, tree crops are grown by males
while females that are farming are more likidyproduce food crops like cassava, vegetables and
cocoyam. In collecting some of the NTFPs, ¢hare also gender differences. While these are
not the same for all communities, there are some general observations that can be made. It is
only men that hunt the big bush animals whilenbmen and women can collect snails. Women
are largely responsible for gating firewood, but men are respdsis for getting roofing poles

for building the house. Women gather wrapplegves, but both men and women may collect
medicinal plants and chewing stick.

The respondents were asked to rank themsetvésrms of their socio-economic status (SES)
compared to other residents in the Reservee drmalysis revealed thatver 2/3 of the sampled
residents in Oluwa area considered themseteebe about average while about 10% rated



themselves to be better-off. The remaining they were actually poorer than other local
residents. One of the findings thie study is that tree crop / cagiop farmers ngorted that they
have seen improvements in thivelihoods and thereby improved status. The elderly, widows
and female-headed households wgeaerally reported tbhave the lower status and be the most
vulnerable members of the society.

In most of the settlements in Omo Reserve ,attea respondents reported that they don’t have
trouble getting land in the localit While most respondents statiédit land is aailable, they
reported that it is declining in quantity as wedl in quality. Over ¥z of the respondents felt the
natural resources itlhe reserve were currently evaluatedaasor poor. This may be related to
over cropping of the limitethnd allowed for farming.

In Oluwa Reserve area, most of the respondsated that although it is through the allocation
of the local traditional leader that they hadcess to land, many complained that they were
unable to get adequate land to farm. In gentralresidents are not sted with the amount of
land available to them for cul@tion. Nevertheless, the majgr(86.5%) rated the quality of
resources as ‘good’.

When respondents in Omo Forest Reserve wdseda® compare the quality of land, forest and
water resources now with 20 ars ago, there were significadifferences in the responses
between the J1, J3 and J4 sectors. The majfritye inhabitants in J4 reported that the quality

of the resources was better now than it was 20syago, while residents the other two sectors

were less positive. In Oluwa, over ¥z of the respondents (59.6%) thought that the quality of the
resources in the Forest Reserve had ‘declined’ over the last 20 years.

In both reserve areas, most respondents noted that loggers geoenadlyfrom outside the

reserve. Few loggers are resideof the reserve. The State Mitmy is in charge of regulating

logging activities. Loggers must get access frii@ Forestry Officials. Everyone, whether
indigene or outsider, must geparmit to engage in logging.

According to the respondents in a few of the settlements of Omo Reserve that are further away
from the proposed project siteetle are not seeing many animaldlaeye were irthe past. In

other parts of the Omo ForestdReve, there are significant numbdef wild animals, including
elephants, chimpanzees, and many othé&sher common bush animals in the reserve

are antelope, grasscutters, lgala and tortoiseerelThre also a lot of hunting activities in the
reserves, both by localsielents and by migrant hunters. Eenide was seen in several locations

that extensive hunting is taking placéhis needs to be controlled.

Animals of various types were also seen indheas visited in Oluwa Forest Reserve. Gbekelu
is surrounded by hills / mountains, so the rasisl@eported that they often see monkeys and
gorillas. Common bush animals hunted includenkey, porcupine, antelope and grasscultter.
Hunters in the are usually go 8haghara River tbunt since there are many animals that go
there.

Most of the responses concerning the enviremtal problems found in the reserve focused on
deforestation, erosion and flooding. Some ofittfiermants also complained that the soil was



becoming degraded and infertile because they have limited land for farming and it is being
continuously cropped. Because of this, the setiles®me settlements voiced out the desire for
being allowed to farm on more lands of the rese Evidence of encroachment of reserve lands
for the purpose of farming was seen in several places.

The level of infrastructural develo@mt in all settlements of the forest reserve area is very poor.
The majority of the settlements could not boasawy infrastructural facility. The settlements
that had a primary school or clinic still did notveaadequate staffing or equipment to make the
facilities viable. To acquire access to theselifees and services, ragents had to travel long
distances or some members of tamily would have taeside in larger towns or villages while
the household head and perhaps some of thdyfanembers stayed in the reserve. The low
level of infrastructural development is due part to the scattered nature of small, semi-
permanent settlements that cannot easily supipersiting of facilities, neither could the support
staff — in terms of teachers or medical persornattend to the regular needs of the residents.
Many of the residents also complained about laicksSM coverage, which cuts them off from
their families and restricts their access to information. Theaabtricity in any settlement was
by the use of private generator.

The major problem for settlements in the rese however, is poor roads and lack of
transportation. Due to the poor roads, marythe settlements can only be reached by
motorcycle or 4-wheel drive vaties. Consequently, the costtadnsportation and the difficulty
for marketing the local produce has atsmsed problems for the people.

The findings of the paired needs priority ramk reaffirms that themost important need
throughout the reserve areas is improvemenhefroad network for improved accessibility to
the settlements and more effeet@vacuation of produce. Schools and health facilities, followed
by water and market are the needs of the igegatest importance to the residents. Other
frequently mentioned needs ob$er importance are farm inpu@&SM coverage, electricity and
cottage industries. It is obviousathrsome of these féities and services caot be established in
the reserve due to the small population size istncommunities and scattered nature of the
settlements. However, by improving the roativeek, the inhabitants would find it less difficult

to have access to facilities and servicelaiger villages and towns in the locality.

Findings in both reserves indicdt¢hat residents are aware ottbasic restrictions and they
were able to recount these to the researcheopl@enust not go into the reserve to cut trees and
may only gather dry branches for firewood; people must not kill animals (for hunting); people
must not farm inside the reserve; people shaolcharvest honey; and people should not set fire
in the reserve. These responses demonstiiaeeffectiveness of thaformation dissemination
concerning the restrictions in the reserve areas.

In a general sense, the majority of the residen@mo held the opiniothat the restrictions on

the use of the reserve are ‘good’. SimilarlyQluwa Reserve area, 78.8% of the inhabitants
overall recognize that the restrictions on forest reserve use are ‘good’. Most of the residents
realized the importance of preserving the foestas and the value of conserving the trees and
wildlife.



When asked about the impact of the forestrieseestrictions on loéancomes and livelihoods,

a significant number of responds noted that they havexperienced a negative impact
including destruction of cropby animals that they are nolicaved to destroy. Some also
complained of their inability to have accessfooest resources like timber for roofing their
houses in the reserve. In Oluwa, the respomsderte especially conaexd over restrictions on
the use of the land. This particularly so witithe declining quality of #a continually cultivated
lands and the increase in population with é@ased demand for land. This is also no doubt
related to the good income derivable from casbps, such as cocoa, kolanut and plantain,
produced in the reserve.

The study also investigated the kind of relatiopghat exists between Government officials and
the residents of the forest reserve. There arerakdifferent types ojovernment officials that
the local population may havemact with including Forest Guds from the Department of
Forestry, extension agents and local government officials. Typically, rural dwellers are not
interested in where officials come from and dfiamals are viewed in th same way. The results
showed that the relationship between Goment and residents igenerally not good.
Discussants in many of the FGDs said they haveelationship at all wh them. Many of the
respondents said that the only éirthey see any representativetioé government is when an
election is coming. Over 60% dhe sampled residents statdtht their relationship with
officials was poor or even hostileThis is not a good reflection dfie ability to work with the
local population.

In Omo Forest Reserve, a major factor affectivegattitudes of residents toward the Government
was the event of 2008 where the Ogun State Gawemh wanted to takever the reserve and
drove the people out, burning much of their crops and property as well. Later in 2009, the
inhabitants were told they could returntas reserve was norger being taken over.

Many of the discussants and informants in bo#ienee areas feel that the local residents should
have a major role to play in the conservatifiorés of the Government. This is significant so
that as the project tries to introduce involvemef the local population and encourage local
participation, the residents w#llready be favourably pre-disposedthis strategy. Ultimately,
sustainable development relies upon the full imgoient of the local population. What is not
clear, however, is whether the residents would fptlytect the forest whethere is a great local
demand for more land for productiperposes. Regardless of thetjgipatory role given to the
local population for the conservation programs, ihésessary that officials will still have to
monitor the implementation dfie restrictions on local af the forest resources.

The majority of the residents in both ressvdo not know anything segpifically about NCF,
Some of them believe that a conservation prdpgcany organization could have some impact.
With the proposed conservation project, ther lvé need to conduct aawareness campaign so
that the local population will be sensitiziedthe objectives anakctivities of the NGO.

On the basis of the findings, a numbecohclusions and recommendations were made.
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From the information gained on the individgaktlements in the two forest reserve areas,
it is clear that each settlement is uniqueterms of its charactestics as well as the
needed interventions, including the need todbecated in some cases. This requires that
each case be considered on its own mand the Project should not handle every
settlement with the same strategy.

The local inhabitants have exgsed the desire to play derin the management of the
forests which is good for sustainable develepmbut this should be closely monitored
as there is strong demand for more landaton in some places, especially in Oluwa
Forest Reserve. Since tree crops such asacéebanut and oil palmare so important to
the local livelihoods, extension services ddobe provided to improve the quality of
their production without increasy the area under cultivation.

More dialogue between thecal population and officialss needed to overcome the
reported poor relationship curtgnexisting. It is suggestetthat forest etension agents

be incorporated into the programme who will be involved in community engagement
activities.

The road and bridge network throughout the teserves is very poor, resulting in many
of the inhabitants being cut off from othec#dities and from needl goods and services.
The Project could respond to the felt nreed the people by improving upon the road
network so that the permanent ksttents are better linked to others.

Some of the very small migrant settlenserhat lie along thecorridor should be
relocated. The evidence of extensive huntiogvities also suggestthe need for more
enlightenment and involvemerof the local population irenforcing the regulations
concerning conservation. Forest guards shal$éo be trained in effective community
relations. Radio should be used to disset@ extension messages on conservation since
this is the most common source of information that reaches even the most isolated areas.

Due to the regulations on hunting and restiits on the use of forest resources, local
residents should be trained on alternative ime@enerating activities that could provide
them with income without harming the reservihese activities could include such skills
as domestication and rearing of grasscuttexedern bee keeping in approved areas, and
planting trees specifically forrewood and other tree products.

The local traditional leaders could play amportant role in gaining the cooperation of

the local population. The Oba has authority dherBaales in the smaller settlements so
that with the involvement of the higher lewedditional rulers, there would be a means of
passing information as well as legitimatiorr fine Project. It would be a serious
omission to by-pass the local leaders which also includes leaders of local farmers,
hunters, women and otherogips in the communities.

The social capital in the settlements is lidii@ many places. It may be necessary to
strengthen some of these lbggoups to use them as clmahs of information, training



and mobilization. There was little evidencatthelocation would have any major effect
on social disruption since theweere few sites of social significance, particularly for the
small migrant settlements that are more likelype affected by #hneed to relocate.

¥ Activities of outside loggers should be calsf monitored. Local residents should not
be blamed for the destrtion caused by outsiders.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1Background information to the Study

The Omo-Shasha-Oluwa Forest Reserves aorgame of the last remaining forests in
south-western Nigeria, but are threaerby logging, over hunting and clearance for
farmland. A study conducted by Nigeri@onservation Foundation (NCF) in 2007
revealed that only about 40% tife natural forest in theeserves still remains, Omo-
Shasha forests are still connected to each other and animals like elephant, chimpanzee,
buffalo, duikers and white thated monkey endemic to Nigarare still present in the

forest reserves. The NCF is supporting a gubjo establish a new protected area for
conservation, educational purgssand tourism in southwestgeria from the remaining

natural forest areas within the boundariesOoho, Oluwa and Shasha forest reserves.
This study, however, is limited ©mo and Oluwa forest areas.

The need for the socioeconomic assessménhe proposed project is based upon the
realization that the people Ided in and around the forest reges affect and are affected
by the local forest resources. In recent tinese has been a gravg awareness that the
local people should not be seen as the prolefarest conservatn, but rather viewed
as participants in the attempt to sustainabnage forest resouceThere are different
views of scholars about people who liveand around forests thaome are natural
conservationists, while others engage iardl and fauna destruction. Therefore, the
assessment is a two way investigation, exargimow lives of peo@ are being affected
and how the individual and collective social ideas and actions of people will also affect
the proposed protected area for educaaod tourism centre development as people
residing in the area try toemnt their livelihood needs.

The socioeconomic assessment did not onlyidenshe traditional livelihood strategies
and socio cultural elements, but also the curmremds that have resulted from changes in
the manner those resources atiecated and utiied. It must also be understood that
members of the local population are dependentarying extentsipon forest resources

of the reserves for meetingetih livelihood needs. This dependency also varies according
to gender, generation, social class,grant status and ethnic background. The
settlements vary significantly in size and leeé permanency, leading to the need to
consider each case individually. At themsatime, there are some similarities of
settlements particularly in the subses of J1, J3, J4 and Oluwa area.

The importance of conducting a Social ImpAssessment (SIA) before an intervention
such as this project comes from the realization that projects, particularly in Nigeria, have
often resulted in highdevels of poverty amidst greatealth. The impact of establishing

a project of this magnitude with the liketlisruption of existing social networks and
livelihood activities needs to be examined from a variety of perspectives — including
social, cultural, economic, demgraphic, health, infrastrugal and safety dimensions.
The ability of persons to maintain sustaimalivelihoods will be seen to the extent that
those livelihoods can cope with and recofrem stresses and shocks, such as may be
introduced by the activities of the project in the locality, and maintain or even enhance its



capabilities and assets both now and ia titure, while not undermining the natural
resource base.

With this in mind, the Social Impact Assenent (SIA) of Omoral Oluwa forest areas

did not only consider the immediate proposed project site referred to in this report as
directly affected communitiesut also the surrounding areaerred to asndirectly
affected and not more than 5-10km to the prog#e. This recognizesat it is not only

the inhabitants of communities to be rdseftsuch as perhaps Etemi that will be
impacted by the project, but that other residemtthe locality will also be affected in
different ways.

25/03/2010

Project Office in Omo Forest Area

1.2Focus of the Social Impact Assessment Study

The socio-economic assessment study wasgded to assess ttsocial, cultural and
economic characteristics of the communitiegha vicinity of the site chosen for the
proposed protected area. The field study alsmourages social amdltural sensitivities
to ensure that project implementation doesescalate tensions or vulnerability.

The specific issues that vecovered by the SIA are:
I. Demographic Profile
il. Socio-cultural Institutions, Social Capital, Sites of Social
Significance and Leadership Patterns,
ii. Village Economy and Local Livelihoods,
iv. Access and Control over Natural Capital,



V. Level of Infrastructural Development and Development Needs
Assessment, and

Vi. Attitudes and Perceptions of the Local Inhabitants about the
Protected Forest Areas.

Each of the two areas are deéised separately on each ok#de aspects. The report then
presents a general set of conclusions and recommendations.

1.3 Theoretical Framework Guiding the Studies

One of the theoretical assumptions that faime basis of the SIA is that while all
societies change all the time, swtervention will surely result in a cause — effect change
process in any social unit. Secondly, the impact can be negative or positive for the
stakeholders who may not all evaluate the tgpb@mpact in the same way; that is; the
perspective of one group may be that thejgmt is beneficial, while another set of
stakeholders may view the impact as harmftihe varying perspectives held by different
groups are likely to lead to diffential reactions or behaviour&lAs are able to identify

the relevant stakeholders at different levels who may somehote telahe proposed
intervention in specific manners.

A number of other specific theoretical assumptions are relevant to form the background
to this study:

o0 The proposed project site is to be located rural settingand the majority of
rural dwellers are directly dependempon natural resources for most of their
income-generating activities. Any project that has gatiee or positive impact
upon the environmental quality will affect the sustainability of rural livelihoods,
many of which are already subjectrtatural and market variations.

o While it is recognized that some ofetltonditions found around the project site
can be generalized somewhat, there amd\liko be a number of locality-specific
differences for smaller areas and for specific communities or even groups within a
community. Therefore, it is importafdr the study to not only give a general
viewpoint, but also investigate claateristics of each settlement.

o The unstable conditions that had bemeated by government of Ogun State
forcibly evacuating enclave dwellers abowb years ago could have a spill-over
effect in other localities leading to pdsig tensions and cdidts over land use or
benefits to be derived betweennumunities and the government, between
different communities or even betwegroups within communities. There are
lessons to be learned from such experiences.

o Creation of a protected area and latperation of an edational and visitor
centre will attract persongeking employment. This will change the population
structure of the area as the influx of ners of various categories will lead to



more socially heterogeneous communiti@diere are numerous possible changes
that may result from a larger and maligerse populatiorincluding more money
brought into the local market with a neodiversified economy, more employment
opportunities, new ideas and informatisaurces, as well as potential conflict
situations.

o With the citing of an educational andsit centre project in the locality,
infrastructural development with the provision of more and better roads, reliable
water supply, regular electricity and sa will be necessary. This can lead to
enhanced standard of living for the local residents as long as the services are
extended to all, but this is unlikely to beetbase. Care must also be taken to meet
the priority needs as identified by the local inhabitants.

o Effects of the project are likely to bdtfbeyond the immediate forest reserve, but
they will probably be experienced tolesser degree as distance from the site
increases.

o Participatory approach to developmentesigned to involvdéocal groups in the
planning and implementation of developmerithis can reduce later feelings of
alienation and disenchantment with a projaally if local concerns are integrated
into the project. In other words, the studya means to an end, not just an end in
itself.

o Some of the settlements are locatedngl the wildlife corridor. Furthermore,
some of these settlements are small, temporary dwellings and their residents
engage in activities that are not envir@mnfriendly. It is likely that a few of
such settlements will need to be relocated.

o The rural population draws itsollective idently from the locality with special
attachment to cultural sites of importance including local cemeteries or shrines
such as sacred forests or lakes. Tlaeeeother natural and social boundaries that
need to be respected if cooperation agaceful co-existence are to be maintained
with the local population.

o Every intervention witnesses some form of resistance even with potentially
beneficial effects. The SIA attemptsitentify possible areas that might provoke
resistance and try to mitigate the aspects of the project that might generate
conflict situations.

On the basis of the assumptions presented and the background information for this and
other impact assessments as well asua@n of the implementation experiences in
similar projects, a theoretical framewoifor these studies was developed. The
framework, as presented in Figure 1 reflects the need to assess the impact on the
individual / household and the communélarea levels and notes the different
characteristics that are relevaitdifferent levels of soal organization. The framework



highlights four major types of changes tall necessarily occur with the citing of the
project in these areas:

- Influx of project workers,

- Resettlement or displacementresidents in affected settlements,
- Establishment of project infrastructures, and

- Ecological changes.

A number of potential types of impact ardicated in the framework, recognizing that in
each of these aspects, the impact might be positive or negative for different local
stakeholders. Of significancesal is the issue of the typ# methods used in project
implementation, including the type of relatship developed and maintained with
officials and the level of pacipation guided by the mannef community engagement.
This is indicated in the framework as ‘intervening factors’ and it is argued in this report
that not only is the effective implementationaoparticipatory approach a sensitive issue,

it may well determine the effectiveness of mitigating possible later conflict.



/IndividuaI/Househom

......................................................................................................................... V/Potential Impact on Inhabit®

~

X Age
X Sex
X level Educational ﬂroposed Prpiect_ Actions _
. o] Immigration of project
X Migrant status
Lo workers
X . _I__|veI|hood o] Resettlement of selected
activities communities: compensation to
X Access to affected communities
resources 0 Establishment of project
X Religion infrastructures
!‘ Ethnicity j 0 Ecological changes from

ﬂommunal area

X Linkages with other
quﬂlpmpr /

k nroifct nneratinNenraceniatinn n/

X Social homogeneity
X Social cohesion/conflict 4
X Infrastructural devt.
X Gender relations
X Land tenure
X Population .
size/composition Intervening factors
X Environmental quality X Methods used in project
X Social sites — social implementation
beliefs X Relationship between
X Location relative to local population and officials
project site. X Level of participation
and community engagement.

£

Ya

Y

Ya

New or curtailed
livelihood activities
- employment
- production.

Change in population
size and composition with
greater social diversity

Weakening of
informal social
controls/possible increase
in crime and social vices

Infrastructural
development with
differential access to
facilities

/

Figure 1. Framework for Social Impact Assessment of Omo-Oluwa Protected Area Project.




1.4 Objectives of the Study

From the background information presehtdhe overall objective of the study is
conceptualized as follows:

To provide a comprehensive assessroéttie social, cultural and economic
characteristics of the communities in the vicinity of the proposed protected
area (education and visitor centre) and suggest the probable negative and
positive impacts of the projeah the people of the locality.

From an analysis of the gemaéobjective and according sxope of work document, the
following issues were allessed in the report:

a.

Description in general terms, the nanaesl locations(using GPS) of all the
villages'/settlements/campgth their approximate popation size and structure,
settlement patterns, ethnic structudenguage and cultural groups of the
community;

Identify administrative/socio-culturalnstitutions in terms of leadership
patterns, whether landlord or tenailage, social association, etc

Describe the level of infrastructurdévelopment by determining the type and
quality of facilities available in the community as well as the degree to which
each facility meets the needs of all groups;

Present a gender analysis of conditions, activities and needs by stratifying the
sample and participation in the ¢t Group Discussions (FGDs) by gender;

Find out the potential for conflict tbugh a review of past and existing
conflict situations and local viewsowcerning possible conditions, including
comparisons with similar projectthat could éad to conflict;

Determine the current livelihood strategiesthe locality and consider the
possible impact of the project upon susadility of livelihoods as well as the
possibility for improved income-genernadi capability as a result of the Project;

Identify local groups or individualghat are socially marginalized and
vulnerable and propose possibleattgies for their concerrie be integrated into
project design and for group empowerment;
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h. Study the current environmental difficulties experienced by the local
residents, their level of dependence upotunad resources and the possible effect
of the project on this environmien population relationship; and

I. Suggest mechanisms to minimize the tiegaeffects of the project upon the
local population and their communitieshile enhancing the probability of
benefits.

1.5 Methodology for the Study
1.5.1 Sources of Data

The main source of data for the baseline studi@simary data collected in the enclaves.
The primary data is made up of both quantitative and qualitative data. The qualitative
data provide insights for a greater underdiag of the localitythe local population and

the potential impact of the citing of the project in this lamatwhile the quantitative data
provide an important database to faatiit the later evaluation of the project.

Secondary data in the form of official docants, project records drpublications were
also reviewed to provide impant background information.

1.5.2 Methods used in the Study

A combination of research methods were usetthis study to covethe issues examined
as itemized in the objectives above. Thessearch methods include the following:

% Review of secondary data (SD);

% Reconnaissance survey to identify aliroounities (enclaves) and to sensitize
communities or enclaves members about the proposed studies and project;

% Gathering of quantitative data through a survey of sampled residents in the
enclaves;

% In-depth interviews (IDIs) with commig leaders of the selected enclaves
(traditional leader, women leaderdjgmus leaders, youth leader, etc;

% Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) in thelected enclaves with groups of
adult males and adult females:

% Direct observations (DO) in the selected enclaves using a checklist of items;
and



% Participatory tools during FGDs, specifically community mapping, venn
diagram and paired needs rankilagd develop case studies, wherever
relevant, from examples providen the discussions or IDIs.

Table 1 illustrates the methods usedichieve the stated objectives.

1.5.3 Sampling Techniques and Sample Size

Sampling was carried out on several levetdecting respondents for the survey,
participants in the FGDs and key informants for IDIs.

The sampling was based on severdéction criteria, including:

9 Adequate representation from edlevant groups in the enclaves;
9 Inclusion of groups / individuals witklifferent populationcharacteristics /
socio-economic status cadres;
9 Participation of those in positiongth relevant information;
9



9 Evidence of different typesf livelihood adivities; and
9 Inclusion of males and femaless well as youth where possible.

Table 2 further describes the number of persmsgroups for the different methods that
were used, with approximate sample sifmseach method. The table also relates the
objectives and activitgeto the methods.

Sampling Informants, Discussants and Respondélitie research design includes a
number of methods for which differentnsples at the communitievel are drawn. A
random sample of 93 and 52 residents including males and females were sampled in Omo
and Oluwa Forests respectivelyelding a total of 145 respondents.

For the IDIs, a purposive sample of locehdlers in each community has been selected
including the traditional community leaderrmen or women or religus leaders in cases
where the traditional is natvailable. A total of 14 and 9 IDIs were conducted in both
Omo and Oluwa respectively.

FGDs were conducted with different groujpseach of the communities visited. Two
FGDs were carried out- one each withg@up of adult males and a group of adult
females. A total of 28 and 18 FGDs wesarried out in Omo and Oluwa Forests
respectively. The following photographs sheavious IDIs, FGDs and interviews during
the survey in the identified settlements.

10



IDI with Traditional Community Leader of Abeku | (Adekanmbi)

_ 25/03/2010
FGD with women in Gbekelucommunity, Oluwa Forest Area

11



FGD Conducted Wlth Group of Men in Aba Baale (Ajebandele) Omo Forest Area
(34)

Data Analysis

All quantitative and qualitative ¢tk were analysed using standard statistical procedures.
Before data entry, filled questionnairesere checked in the field to remove
inconsistencies or improper administratiortted instruments. The quantitative data were
entered and analysed using primary deseepstatistics. As a follow up to relevant
aspects derived from the FGDs and IDIs, some quantitative analysis of the qualitative
findings was carried out. The findings on similapics from different components of the
studies were compared through the process$riahgulation to ensure consistency of
results.

12



Scope and limitations of the study

The logistical constraints were the mdsficult challenge facing the research team,
particularly with the very poor roads as smowv the next few photographs. This is later
confirmed in the section on Developmergdds Assessment where road was repeatedly
stated to be the need of greafasority to the inhabitants. In a few cases the team had to
cross a stream or take a motorcycle to reach the settlement. In other cases, although the
vehicle was able to reachetlsettlement, the road wasry poor in many places.

N 4’?‘7034,2@10
Research team with the challenge of crossing Omo Rlver to Etemi community, Omo
Forest Area (J4)

13



_ _ e 24/03/201 0
Poor Road Network was a great Challengto Conductlng Fleld Work: Along the
Road Leaving Bature on way toAdejori in Oluwa Forest Area

Due to the large number of communities tacbeered and the relatively limited time to
complete the study with difficulties encountertret size of the sample for the survey is
small. It is felt, however, that having qualit@ data to compliment the quantitative data
will yield a fuller understanding of the conditis, constraints and potentials found in the
locality.

14



Table 1: Methods used as related to Specific Objectives of the Studies

Objectives to be addressed SD Survey IDI / | FGD | DO | Comm- Paired
Leaders unity Needs
Officials Mapping Ranking

a) Describe in general terms, the population size |anX X X X X X

structure, settlement patterns, ethnic structure and ethnic

groups within the enclavekeadership pattern, etc;

b) Identify administrative/socio-cultural institutions/ X X X X

leadership patterns, migrant status of villagers, etc.

c) Assess level of infrastructural development in terms of X X X X X X

social amenities and infrastructure available and present

condition;

d) Present a gender analysis of livelihoods, etc. X

e) Find out potential for conflict and attitude or perception X X

to the project and forestry department within the reserye;

f) Determine livelihood stratges in terms of farming, X X X X

hunting, non timber forest collection, logging, etc ;

g)ldentify socially marginalized groups

h) Identify and assess status of resources (land, foresX X X

water, etc.) and level of dependence upon the forest

i) Suggest mechanisms to minimize negative effects ofX X X X X

proposed project upon local population

SD = Secondary Data; IDI = In-depth inteniews; FGD = Focus Groups Discussions; DO = Direct Observation (Use of check list
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Table 2: Sampled Persons and Groups for Research Activities

5es

A

aders.

Research Target persons / groups Sample N Activities and Objectives
methods
Survey Inhabitants in the enclaves | Omo=93 Individuals interviewed with structured schedule covering variables.
were stratified and selected. Oluwa=52 Analysis of findings from survey provided the following information:
Omo Forest (Males 59, 0 Provide baseline data for each enclave;
Females 34, Total=93) and 0 Allow comparison within community;
Oluwa Forest (Males 35, 0 Facilitate a gender / generational analysis of differences btw
Females 17, Total=52) groups on basis of sex and age;
0 Identify the range of individual differences on personal
characteristics and perspectives on the Project;
0 Determine types of liveliod activities and dependence on
natural resource base; and
0 Find out viability of existing social capital.
IDIs Key informants including: | Omo=29 Key informants interviewed witeemi-structured schedule covering
a) Community leaders| Oluwa=13 relevant issues. From the analysis of findings the following were
including achieved:
traditional, religious 0 Provide a general overview of many community-level
and men’s / characteristics including infrastructural development;
women’s / youth 0 Document historical background of communities including ca
leaders of conflict;
0 Obtain information on social characteristics including gender
relationships, social norms, cultural sites of importance, etc.
0 Discover whether views of officials are consistent with local
leaders
Conducting IDIs also provide legitimisation for the continuance of thq
studies and other community processes by gaining cooperation of le
FGDs Target groups to include Omo=58 FGDs | FGDs were conducted using topiadg, covering relevant issues.
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a) adult males

Analysis of findings will facilitate the following:

cific

ides

b) adult females Oluwa=26 0 Obtain a generally accepted view of the specific gender or
FGDs generational on possible impact of Project;
One FGD per group in an 0 Discover gender and generatiod#ferences in views within
enclave communities;
0 Determine group-relevant differences in views between
communities;
During the course of conducting the FGDs,
a. Pair-wise needs ranking was used to identify felt needs of
the local groups;
b. Community mapping illustrate important landmarks ir
communities;
C. Seasonal calendars in selected cases show time-spe
nature of livelihood activities
Observational Look at infrastructures in theN = 1 per Researchers observe dahility and quality of infrastructures (or asked
technique community settlement where necessary), using a checklist with relevant facilities. This pro
Omo=29 pre-project baseline information whidiegether with findings from pair-
Oluwa=13 wise needs ranking, may help to determine later development projedts.
Case Study Based on information 4 Obtained information on unique conditions or examples of livelihood

obtained during IDIs or
FGDs

strategies, coping mechanisms, vulnerable groups such as migrant

workers or PLWA and possible problem areas arising from the propqgsed

project.
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2.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA
2.1 Physical Description and Location of the Study Area

Omo Forest Reserve is located about 135 km reatt of Lagos, some 20 km from the coast.

The terrain is undulating and elevation reacdasut 300 m on some rocky hills. The eastern
border is formed by the Omo river which, witk hany tributaries, drain the reserve. Omo is
contiguous with five other, highlgegraded forest reserves, thigést of which is Oluwa Forest
Reserve to the east. The vegetation is mixed moist semi-evergreen rainforest. Due to selective
exploitation in the past, the farieis largely mature secondary, with pockets of primary forest
along river courses and in otheeas where log extraction is diffituAverage annual rainfall is
over 2,000 mm. The identified settlements foun@mo Forest Resenare located in ljebu

North, ljebu East and ljebu-Igbo Lodabvernment Areas (LGASs) of Ogun State.

Oluwa forest reserve covers a total area of 8824&md it lies between the Oni river to the west
and the Ore-Shagamu expressuw@the East. The Ondo State Aféstation Project (OSAP), one

of the study sites is situatedthin the reserve. It hasahmost extense plantation ofGmelina
arborea in Ondo State (Ogunlade and Odunlat®89). Although naturally situated on a
mountainous land with higlelevation at sea level (a.s.lfhe effect of weather and man’s
activities have considerably reduced the elevatio®@luwa forest reservim recent times. With
topography gently undulating, elevatiranges between 30m to 300nsal. along the valley of
major rivers in the reserve. The whole reserve is generally well drained by Oluwa, Omi-nla, Oni
and Owena rivers. Oluwa forest rege is located between latitudé36” and 720’'N and
longitudes 345’ and 432’ E. The settlements found in the reserve are situated in Odigbo and
Ondo West LGAs of Ondo State.

The climate of the area is bi seasonal imyrand dry. Annual rainfaranges from 1,5000mm,
commencing from March to November. As lowZ80mm of rainfall is also recorded between
December and February- during the dry season. Average relative humidity is about 84% daily
during the raining season whilenrual temperature averages 28®5with peak around
January/February and minimal betwelily and August (Oguntoyinbo, 1982).

Most of the plantations in the study area westblished by departmental taungya, which entails
exploiting and utilizing the economic indigenougsies, clear felling the area and planting with
the exotic species.

2.2 Spatial Distribution of Local Infabitants in Omo-Oluwa Forest Areas

There were 43 settlements idestdf through discussions with k@yformants from the locality

and by the field visits in the twarotected forest areas. These were stratified into two groups on
the basis of their proxiity to the proposed project area aheé consequent likelihood of being
affected by the project. Table 3 lists the 43 settlements by the two categories of those likely to be
directly affected and those liketg be indirectly or minimally ffected by the proposed project.

Table 3: Classification of identified setttments by proximity to the Project Area



Forest Area | Directly Affected Indirectly Affected
Omo (J1) 1. Erinwo 5. Baoku
2. lho-Ajegbemi 6. Tuangya
3. Owode
4. Okudu Temidire
Omo (J3) 7. Munale 14. Tadungbose-Olorunsogo
8. Aba Onitasi Il 15. Ogbara Owu ljebu
9. Olumatisan (Aba Onitasi Il 16. Omo Wood Afforestation
10. Apara(Aba Ekiti)
11. Erila |
12. Erila Il
13. Wonder Camp
Omo (J4) | 17. Aba Baale (Ajebandele) 23. Osoko
18. Etemi 24. 1di-Opepe
19. Sojukodoro 25. Abeku Il (Temidire)
20. Ori-Apata 26. Abeku | (Adekanmbi)
21. Ologuna 27. Eseke
22. Esiri 28. Tamitami
29. Gbonpa
30 Imoba
Oluwa 31. Asorowo 39. Vasco Camp
32. Lafa / Nirowi 40. Bature
33. Gbekelu 41. Adejori
34. Kabiyesi 42. Ulugha
35. Yinka 43. Saare

36. All African Wood Camp

37. Gbojulogun

38. Aba Black




Community Entrance is very important for successful field work: Research Team explains
purpose of the study at Abeku (Adekanmbi) in Omo Forest

Figures 2 and 3 show the salcmapping that roughly showbe location of the identified

settlements in the two locations. It may be inadeutarefer to all of the identified settlements
as ‘communities’ since a few tifie settlements are actually ‘cashfor migrant hunters and in a
couple cases, the settlements are not actuallybitg@th by residents. Fuller details of each
settlement are presented in Volume Il of thisom which presents a profile on each settlement.
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Figure 2: Social Mapping of Canmunities in Omo Forest Area



RGK(TLZ_ bF_—SUALPTueuﬂ 70 Comamurtimes Witd—r Oy

Cgocer Reseeve, In MO —ownes,

) f BB~ ——j_uf‘u%upemi E o PRBCE WA

! _f-‘:" | Vonsce Grnp
_'_ ;

Prac) A

Figure 3: Social Mapping of Communities in Oluwa Forest Area

>



CHAPTER 3: FINDINGS ON OMO FOREST RESERVE AREA

This section of the report presents the findings from the Omo Forest Reserve Area. This area is
subdivided into three sectors: J1, J3 and Jhe results of the emjical investigation are
disaggregated according to these three sectars #is is the administrative division, but more
importantly, there are significant differencesvieen the three in tesnof demographic and

other social characteristics. Btoof the findings presented henee from the quantitative survey.

For the Omo Forest Reserve Area, 93 respondeerts sampled, 18 from J1, 32 in J3 and 43 in

J4. However, information from the IDIs am{GDs are also included when it enhances the
understanding of the findings.

Some of the findings are thestdt of how the respondents wesempled. The sample was not
selected to reflect the actual distribution of #imtire population in each settlement by age, sex,
migrant status, and so on, buther to gain insights from reknts who would more likely be
able to provide relevant and accurate information.

3.1 Demographic Profile of Surveyednhabitants of Omo Forest Reserve

3.1.1 Age of RespondentMost of the respondents are betwélea ages of 31 and 50 years as
shown in Figure 4. There is an obviously snpatiportion of the respondents that are less than
30. This is consistent witthe observatiorthat many youth are migiag out of the area in
search of educational and employment opportunitiésntrary to the other two sectors, J3 has a
higher proportion of resiaes that are 41-50 yeanshereas the other sectors record their highest
proportions in the 31- 40 age category. The pooportion of residents @v 50 years reflects the
findings on migrant status, recogimg that elderly persons would no longer be so active in
farming, hunting, etc. in a migrant camp, but wotdther be semi-retired. J4 contains more
permanent communities than the other sectors that are home to many migrants.

25
20
15 _‘ @4 (%)
m J3 (%)
10 0J1 (%)
) —L_\
0

" 30 31-40 41 - 50 > 50

Figure 4: Distribution by Age of Surveyed Residents in Omo Forest Area



3.1.2 Distribution of Sample by SexX:he distribution of the sampleé@sidents also reflects the
distribution of local inhabitantby sex. In all thre sectors, male respondents outnumber the
females by a significant pportion as shown in Figure 5. Thss to some extent due to the way
the residents were sampled, but also reflecta, smnificant extent, theatt that there are more
males in the forest areas. According to manyhef male respondentheir wives and children
reside in the larger, more permanent settlement®wns further away from the reserve area.
This is partly due to lack of schools in theseese, but also because in some settlements the
household head stays in the forest reserverta,faunt or engage in other livelihood activities
during the week and comes tcecettbown to be with his familpn the weekend. Many of the
inhabitants are migrants from outside the immediate vicinity and their families stay in the
permanent place of residence.

35
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Figure 5: Bar Chart showing Distribution by Sex of Surveyed Inhabitants of Omo Area

The inclusion of both males and females in shenple, as well as conducting FGDs with both
male and female groups is important for condgct gender analysis for many of the findings.
In some of the sections, the views are specifigdiender to provide information of differences
in livelihoods, perspectiveand resource utilization.

3.1.3 Distribution of Sample by ReligionThe findings on religion investigated only the
differences on religion, but tdined responses for only the two main ones — Christian and
Muslim, finding about 3/5 of the respondents @feistian and the remaining 2/5 are Muslim as
seen in Table 4.

Table 4: Distribution of Sampled Inhabitants of Omo Forest Reserve by Religion

Religion J1 (%) J3 (%) J4 (%) Total (%)
Christian 8 (8.6) 20 (21.5) 28 (30.1) 56 (60.2)
Muslim 10 (10.8) 12 (12.9) 15 (16.1) 37 (39.8)

The respondents did not report that they aaditional worshippers, but in many studies it has
been found that residents, pautexly in the rural areas, maglaim to be adherents of the
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‘modern’ religions, even though they also practreglitional religion. The fact that many of the
settlements had shrine forests and streams or s#teed sites demonstrates the importance still
attached to traditional belief systems. Maoiy these traditional religions have prescribed
behaviours that are sometimes consistent witvironmental conservation where people are not
allowed to enter certain areas which then become areas of rich biodiversity. There is more
information on these sites of social significance in a later section as well as in Volume 2 which
gives details about each settlement.

3.1.4 Place of OriginAs shown in the information on eachtkment in Volume 2, many of the
settlements are small migrant camps. Erinwa in J1, for example, is a migrant camp with 2 huts
and less than 10 inhabitants. Iho-Alegbemi, als#ilins similarly a migant camp with about 15
huts and less than 50 inhabitants. Erinla 10&1has about 30 huts with a population of about
100 residents, majority of whom are long-term rargs from Osun State. Ori- Apata in J4 is
another example of a migrantttsement that has about 30 hg structures. According to
informants the residents leave on Friday and cbagk on Mondays. Similar results were found
for many of the settlements in OrRorest Reserve Area. This is also indicated by the relatively
small proportion of the residen{less than 10%) that origirafrom Ogun State as shown in
Table 5. J4, with a few larger, more permaincommunities, however, has a higher proportion
of the residents from the State.

Table 5: Distribution of Sampled Inhabitants of Omo Forest Areaby State of Origin
State J1 (%) J3 (%) J4 (%) Total (%)
Ogun 1(1.1) - (0.0) 8 (8.6) 9 (9.7)
Osun 11 (11.8) 6 (6.4) 18 (19.4) 35 (37.6)
Oyo - (0.0) 5 (5.4) 4 (4.3) 9(9.7)
Kwara 6 (6.5) 21 (22.6) 12 12.9) 39 (41.9)
Ondo - (0.0) - 0.0) 1(1.1) 1(1.1)
Total 18 (19.4) 32 (34.4) 43 (46.2) 93 (100.0)
25+
20+
154
O J4 (%)
] m J3 (%)
10+ 0 J1 (%)
5 |
0
Ogun Osun Oyo Kwara Ondo

Figure 6: Distribution by State of Origin and by Sector in the Reserve



Although nearly all of the sammgleespondents are from the Yoruba ethnic group, they are from
different locations across Stmtest Nigeria with a large pportion from Osun and Kwara

States. Consequently, the majority of the loealdents are non natives, even though they are
from the predominant ethnic group in Southwest Nigeria.

Considering the finding that most of the inhahis are migrants, furthéindings revealed the
length of time they had stayed in the foregaar Table 6 shows that more than 50% of the
residents had stayed in this afeamore than 10 years. Thiseans that although the majority
of the inhabitants are migrants, nevertheless rhang lived here for eelatively long period.

Table 6: Period of Residence irsettlements in Omo Forest Area

Period of Stay | J1 (%) J3 (%) J4 (%) Total (%)
(t= years)

"5 5.4 5.4 12 (12.9) 22 (23.7)
6-10 3(3.2 3(3.2 7(7.5) 13 (13.9)
11-15 6 (6.4) 13 (14.0) 11 (11.8) 30 (32.2)
16 — 20 3(3.2) 7(7.5) 5(5.4) 15 (16.2)
«21 1(1.1) 4 (4.3) 2(2.2) 7(7.6)
Total 18 (19.4) 32 (34.4) 43 (46.2) 93 (100.0)

3.1.5 Marital Status of the InhabitantsFrom the findings in Figure 7, it is obvious that the
great majority of the inhabitants are married. This is related to the age distribution of the
sampled respondents, but it alfastrates that whether theirrfalies are residing together or

not, the residents are mostly married.
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Figure 7: Distribution by Marital Status of Surveyed Reaidents in Omo Forest Area

3.1.6 Educational Status of the Relents of Omo Forest Areathe majority of the inhabitants
of the forest reserve have primary or eveoamdary educational levak shown in Figure 8.
This means that inhabitants decide to residinénForest Area even though they have may have
other income-generating potentials. There ratatively few respondestthat do not have at
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least a primary education in tlaeea. This formal educationiavel also opens opportunities to
have access to written sources of information which is important for information dissemination
and awareness creation for extensgervices on conservation messages.
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Figure 8: Distribution of Sampled Residents in Omo ForesArea by Level of Education

16/03/2010

Government Primary Schoolat Abeku | (Adekanmbi),



The fact that most residents have some foredaication does not mean that it is qualitatively
good education. The picture of the Governmemhary school at Abeklishows that there are
facilities but there are only two teachers. $tid are distributed in the two classrooms, one
room for primary 1-3 and the other for prima#y6. Each classroom has one teacher for the
three classes. This is not likely to yield goati@ation for most of the students. More findings
are provided in the later semti on development needs assessment.

3.2Social Capital: Social Graips, Sites of Social Signifience and Leadership Patterns

Social capital has been recognized in recent years as being very significant for sustainable
development and livelihoods. Social capital refiersocial support newwvks, social identity,
cultural heritage, social structure and other elements fohyetciety to provide members with

their place in the family, group or communitySocial capitalprovides a position and when
necessary, coping mechanisms for members.edialty in developingcountries where formal
support services are not accessible or adequat®| @apital is important for people to make

their livelihoods and iimes of challenges.

3.2.1 Social Groups and AssociationSocial groups are the prominent and apparent form of
social capital in any community. There are a varietygajups, ranging from the more
formalized such as cooperatives and town development unions to the very informal such as local
savings and credit groups or work exchamgeups. These groups are formed for meeting
different needs of the members of the commuaitgy made up of different members who share
some common needs.

Table 7 and Figure 9 present tiiredings by sector of the inhabints of Omo Forest Reserve

area on the groups available in their settlenaamdt their membership in different groups. The
most common groups are cooperativasluding trade unions such @&kadaRiders association

or farmers’ cooperatives, Town Development &nand religious groups. It should be noted
that for most respondents, the town development unions were not for the development of the
visited settlements, but for the towns from which the residents migrated.

Contrary to the findings of mostiral studies, informal savings and work exchange groups are
not common in the study area. This is likely due to the migrant nature of the residents so that
there is limited workingdgether on common activities.

Table 7: Distribution of Surveyed Inhabitants by Membership of Social Groups

Social Groups J1 (%) J3 (%) J4 (%) Total (%)
(n=18) (n=32) (n=43) (n=93)
Cooperative 11 (11.8) 29 (31.2) 38 (40.9) 78 (83.9)
Informal Savings 8 (8.7) - - 8 (8.6)
Informal Work Exchange - - - -
Age Grade Society 5(5.4) 1(1.1) 2(2.2) 9 (8.7)
Town Development Union 15 (16.1) 28(30.1) 37 (39.8) 80 (86.0)
Religion Groups 18 (19.4) - 39 (41.9) 57 (61.3)

*Multiple responses were offered
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Figure 9: Social Group Membership by Sector in Omo Forest Area

3.2.2 Sites of Social Significanc&he study identified religus sites of sociaignificance. For

the most part, this was restricted to religipleces of worship, whether churches, mosques or
importantly, sacred sites such as shrine forestaaned lakes, and so on. In some cases the sites
may look to the outsider as if thaye insignificant, such as a tre&h a cloth tied to it, or a few
stones place on top of each othet, toithe local inhabitants, susites have influence over what
they see as their cultural identity. The residenay feel that to distb such sites may have

social or spiritual consequences. It is importarmecognize these sitesas has been done for

each settlement in Volume Il — and show respect for the culture gitbple. It should be noted
that the informants did not mion other sites of social sigidgince such as cemeteries or
historical sites of interest.

Table 8 summarizes the religious sites of social significance by settlement as identified by the
key informants during the field work.

Table 8: Religious Sites of Social Significare in the Settlements in Omo Forest Reserve

Name of Settlement Churches Mosques | Traditional Sacred Sites

Erinwo ---

Iho-Ajegbemi

Owode

Okudu Temidire

Baoku

Tuangya

Munale

NP Wk (R(k-
RRRRIRIN R P
RRRRR AR

Aba Onitasi |




Aba Onitasi Il 1 1 1

Apara (Aba EKkiti) 1 1 1

Erila | 2 1 1

Erila Il 1 1

Wonder Camp 1 1 1

Tadungbose-Olorunsogo NA NA NA

Ogbara Owu ljebu NA NA NA

Omo Wood Afforestation

Aba Baale (Ajebandele) 6 1

Etemi 2 1 2

Sojukodoro 1 1 1

Ori-Apata 1 1

Ologuna 2

Osoko 3 1 2

Idi-Opepe 1 1 1

Abeku Il (Temidire) 5 1 Yes, several: but declined to say
how many

Abeku | (Adekanmbi 1 1

Eseke 1 1 3

Tamitami 2 (Ogun and Oluweri)

Gbonpa 1 1 3 (Oluweri, Oluta and Ogun-

Ajobo)
Imoba 1 1 1 (Ogun)

NA = information not available

Example of a Sacred Site in Omo Forest Reserve Area

At times, a development project may need to n@akeision for the lodgpopulation to carry out
some cultural activities to relocate their shrimeotherwise satisfy the cultural demands for
disturbing such sites. The propdsconservation project that yneequire some persons to be
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relocated is an example of such. The sites d@natlikely to be disturbed or abandoned as the
inhabitants are relocatedeaindicated in the table.

3.2.3 Local Leadership Patterngsll of the settlements identified in the forest reserve are

largely made up of Yoruba people and the local leadership follows the pattern illustrated in
Figure 10. However, since the settlements enftinest reserve are quite small and many are
temporary camps, nearly all havéaale,not anoba. Thebaalein the settlement is subject to

the traditional community leaders in larger townsities in the vicinity. This is indicated in a

few cases on the community-by-community assessment presented in volume Il. For example,
the Baales of Osoko and Etemi are answerableet®@eje (Oba) in ljebu-Igbo. Similarly, the
Baale of Abeku Il is under the leadhip of the Oba at ljebu Igbo.

Oba(King)

N
C_nonets >

Baale(community level
chief)

\ 4

[ Family / ward heads }

Figure 10: Organogram of Typicd Yoruba Leadership Pattern

It is very important to understd and identify the correct leadéip positions and office holders
to inform and gain their approval of intervention$his will facilitate the mobilization of the
local population. On the other iindy if the community leadersre not properly informed and
their consent is not obtained, this will serveaaserious obstacle to seityy the cooperation of
the inhabitants.

3.2.4 Sources of InformationAccess to information is very portant for the development of
people’s attitudes and behaviours. The studystigated the sources of information available
and used by the local inhabitants to determine what types of information and the credibility of
the sources for information dissemination. Fromfthdings presented in Table 9, it is apparent
that aside from radio, which iee most prominent source ioformation, other common sources



are informal and face-to-face. In Omo Forest Rasedhe forest officials do form an important
information source since there is a Forest Grarst in the area and the forest guards interact
regularly with the people. This is importantteat there is access ¢fficial information on
regulations. However, other affal sources of information agenerally lacking. Less than %
of the sampled residents have any interactiogaan information from extension agents. One
area that the Project may want to improve ithemdissemination of information through formal

channels to ensure the people are well informed.

Table 9: Distribution of Sampled Inhabitants of Omo Forest Area on Source of

Information
Information J1 (%) (n=18)| J3 (%) J4 (%) Total (%)
Sources (n=32) (n=43) (n=93)
Newspaper 12 (12.9) 8(8.6) - 20 (21.5)
Radio 18 (19.4) 30 (32.3) 39 (41.9) 87 (93.6)
Television 13 (14.0) 8 (8.6) 16 (17.2) 37 (39.8)
Other People in the | 18 (19.4) 21 (22.6) 35 (37.6) 74 (79.6)
Community
People from Outsidg 16 (17.2) 9 (9.7) 14 (15.1) 39 (42.0)
Extension Agents | - 11 (11.8) 12 (12.9) 23 (24.7)
Forest Officials 18 (19.4) 4 (4.3) 34 (36.6) 56 (60.3)
Sources of Information
N
45 @ Newspaper
40 m Radio
351 O Television
301 \

0O Other People in the

o5 \ Community
m People from Outside

20- \
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Figure 11: Graph showing the commoriocal sources of information
3.3Village Economy and Local Livelihoods

The local economy for the rural eéllers of the Omo Forest Reserve is almost totally based upon
dependence on the natural resource base. Theitants base their livelihoods upon agricultural
production and processing, gathering non timberdoproducts (NTFPshunting and providing
services for the other residents. The follegvisubsections presentetfindings on the income-
generating activities of the peephnd other issues relateddoal livelihood strategies.
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3.3.1 Income Generating ActivitiesThe most prominent income-generating activity in the
forest reserve is farming as shown in Bab0 and Figure 12. A oumon feature of rural
dwellers here and in most other localitireyever, is having multiple income-generating

activities to meet their diversevéilihood needs. This is also indied in the table as respondents

gave multiple responses to the question on thameegenerating activitiethat they engage in.

Table 10: Income-Generating Activities ofSampled Inhabitants of Omo Forest Reserve

Income Generating J1 (%) | J3 (%) J4 (%) Total (%)
Activities (n=18) (n=32) (n=43) (n=93)
Farming 16 (17.2)| 32 (34.4) 43 (46.2) 91 (97.8)
Processing of farm 11 (11.8)| 26 (28.0) 32 (34.4) 69 (74.2)
Produce
Trading 2(2.2) 2(2.2) 9(9.7) 13(14.1)
Food Vending 3(3.2) 5 (5.4) 6 (6.5) 14 (15.1)
Transportation (Okada) | 2(2.2) |3(3.2) 9(9.7) 14(15.1)
Logging 5(5.4) - 3(3.2) 8 (8.6)
Multiple Responses Given
Livelihood Activities
50+
45-
40-
351 @ Farming
30+ @ Processing of farm Produce
251 O Trading
20 0O Food Vending
15- m Transportation (Okada)
10. O Logging
\
J1 (%) J3 (%) J4 (%)

Figure 12: Graph showing Livelihood Activities of Omo Forest Residents by Sector

3.3.2 Crops Grown:From the previous findings, it was foutidat nearly all of the surveyed
residents in Omo Forest ReseAra (91 out of 93 sampled inh&nts) are farming as one of

their major livelihood actities.

In Table 11, it is appardhfat tree crops including cocoa and

kolanut are among the prominent crops producednt&h and banana asenilarly very widely
grown in the area. Of the food crops, cassathe most commownlproduced. There is

relatively little variation in aops grown between the sector€dmo Forest Reserve except in the
case of yam which is commonly produced in J1 and J4, but not in J3.

Table 11: Major Crops Grown by Farmers of Omo Forest Reserve

Crops J1 (%) (n=18)| J3 (%) (n=32) | J4 (%) (n=43) | Total (%) (n=93)
Cocoa 13 (14.0) 32 (34.4) 43 (46.2) 86 (94.6)
Kolanut 9(9.7) 27 (29.0) 40 (43.0) 56 (81.7)
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Plantain 13 (14.0) 32 (34.4) 43 (46.2) 88 (94.6)
Banana 13 (14.0) 19 (20.4) 27 (29.0) 59 (63.4)
Yam 11 (11.8) 3 (3.2) 39 (41.9) 53 (56.9)
Cocoyam 6 (6.5) 30 (32.3) 27 (29.0) 63 (67.8)
Cassava 18 (19.4) 31 (33.3) 39 (41.9) 88 (94.6)

The advantage of growing treeops is the economic value of theoduce. In recent times, there
has been a good economic envir@minfor producing these crop#s the discussants at a FGD
with adult males at Osoko reporte@ocoa is now selling bette The cocoa trees are
germinating very well and it is selling very wiellthe market. Cocoa farmers are increasing”.

3.3.3 Gender Dimensions to LivelihoodsDifferentiation of income-generating activities by
gender is important so that tipeoject will be able to take into consideration the needs and
challenges of both males and females and to ensure that the intervention will not lead to great
gender inequity. Table 12 ingites the common activitiesrpmed by men and by women.

Table 12: Gender-specific Income-generatin

dctivities in Omo Forest Reserve Area

Activities most commonly performed by men

Activities most commonly performed by women

Cocoa, kolanut, oil palm producers (i.e. tree ¢
farmers

réfrocessing palm oil, gari, kolanuts and ot
agricultural crops.

her

Trading in farm produce

Selling provisions

Hunting, fishing

Collect firewood, snails and some other NTFPs

Artisans — carpenters, bricklayers, etc.

Logging

In collecting some of the NTFPs, there are gender differences. While these are not the same for
all communities, there are some general observati@miscan be made. It is only men that hunt

the big bush animals while both men and wonwan collect snails.

Women are largely

responsible for gathering fir@ed, but men are responsible fottgey roofing poles for building
the house. Women gather wrapping leaves, both men and women may collect medicinal

plants and chewing stick.
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3.3.4 Socio Economic Status DistributiorSocio-economic status is anportant characteristic
of the population. By this, it igossible to see the level of potyeand/or economic well-being.
Table 13 and Figure 13 show the results whersdnepled inhabitants were asked to state what
their own socio-economic status (SES) is comp&raather residents in the locality. The study
did not use a standardized s8dr measuring SES which wouldsolve a long list of items.

Due to the migrant, temporary nature of mahyhe settlements, this was viewed to be
unsuitable since it would not be a true reflectibthe status of mangf the residents whose
permanent home, and possessions, would beslddatanother village or town. This is
therefore, only indicative of the respondents’ perception of kel of status compared to
others.

Table 13: Self-evaluated Socio-Economic &ius of Sampled Residents in Omo Forest
Reserve

Perceived SES J1 (%) (n=18)| J3 (%) (n=32)| J4 (%) (n=43) Total (%) (n=93)
Better Off 6 (6.5) 12 (12.9) 8 (8.6) 26 (28.0)
Average 10 (10.8) 9 (9.7 31(33.3) 50 (53.8)
Poorer than others | 2 (2.1) 11 (11.8) 4 (4.3) 17 (18.2)

Total 18 (19.4) 32 (34.4) 43 (46.2) 93 (100.0)
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Figure 13: Graph showing comparative perceive SES of residents in Omo Forest Reserve

One of the findings of the studytisat tree crop / cash crop farmeeported that they have seen
improvements in their livelihoods and thereby impbgtatus. Female discussants in Erinle Il
remarked thatthere has been an improvement as there is increase in cocoa production and the
price of cocoa as welhs palm oil and kolanut.” This improved standard of living is also
evidenced by the following remarkfhe livelihood is becoming better. Initially when we came

it was very difficult to bring our wives, but now wamn bring our wives to the settlement that we
started 10 years ago(FGD with men from Imoka).

The elderly, widows and female-headed househwaiei® generally reported to have the lower
status and be the most vulable members of the society.

3.4 Natural Capital — Land and Natural Resources

3.4.1 Accessibility and Quality of Natural Resourcesin most of the settlements, the
respondents reported that they don’t have trogleliing land in the locality. The findings in
Table 14, however, show that while most resporglstated that land is available, it is declining
in quantity as well as in quality. This is fuer supported by Table 15 which indicates that over
% of the respondents felt the natural resourceéBdrreserve were currently evaluated as fair or
poor. Figure 14 further illustrates these ratings. ladar discussed, this martly related to over
cropping of the limited land allowed for farming.

Table 14: Availability of Natural Resources inOmo Forest Reserve in the last 20 years.

Perceived Quality J1 (%) (n=18) J3 (%) (n=32) J4 (%) (n=43)
Yes Improving 3.2 8 (8.6) 29 (31.2)
Yes, but declining 13 (14.0) 21 (22.6) 11 (11.8)

No Change 2(2.2) 3(3.2) 3(3.2)
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One discussant from Osoko provided informaton how tenure rights tand, trees and water
resources are allocated to the reside@t®zernment gives the land to the indigenes through the
Baale. Another informant stated @h N1,000 rent is then paid the Baale. In nearly all
settlements, the respondents stated that ikeme discrimination in lfocation of land. Males

and females generally have equal accessddahd, although there wege couple incidences
where women felt they were not given accesgdod lands. In most locations, tree crops are
grown by males while females that are farming are more likely to produce food crops like
cassava, vegetables and cocoyam.

Table 15: Rating of Land, Forest and Water Quality

Rating/Present status| J1 (%) (n=18)| J3 (%) (n=32) J4 (%) (n=43) Total (%) (n=93)
Good 9 (9.7) 18 (19.4) 15 (16.1) 42 (45.2)
Fair 5 (5.4) 10 (10.8) 14 (15.1) 29 (31.3)
Poor 4 (4.3) 4 (4.3) 14 (15.1) 22 (23.7)

When respondents in Omo Forest Reserve weraldskaompare the quality of land, forest and
water resources now with 20 years ago, thenme wignificant differenes in the responses

between the J1, J3 and J4 sectors. As shoWwigure 14, the majority of the inhabitants in J4
reported that the quality of the resources watebaow than it was 20 years ago, while residents

in the other two sectors were less positive. Particularly in J1, the results showed that most of the
respondents believed that theaaxes had declined from earlier years. The results from J3

were less conclusive.

Comparison with the 20 years

30

25

20+

@ Improved

151 @ No Change

0O Declined

10+

J1 (%) J3 (%) 4 (%)

Figure 14: Comparison of Resourc&uality Now with 20 years ago

3.4.2 NTFPs Collection:Gatheringnontimber forest products (NTFPs) such as firewood,
snails, medicinal plants and so on is an impuriigelihood activity forall rural dwellers, but
particularly for the forest dwellers. Accongj to many of the respondents, however, the reason
for collecting NTFPs is more for household use fadl security than fosale, except in the case
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of bush meat. Some of the informants repotted the NTFPs are picked right on their farms
and that they do not need to go far into the$oto gather them. According to the male
discussants at Abeku I, it is not advisablgwointo the reserve to collect NTFPs sinpedple

can get lost in the reserve. That is whydeenot encourage or even allow people to go into the
reserve to pick anything Nevertheless, respondents from Aba Baale complained that the best
NTFPs are in the thick forest. Unfortunately, theynoaned that in their area, there is less thick
forest now.

Table 16: NTFPs collected by R&dents of Omo Forest Reserve

NTFPs J1 (%) (n=18)| J3 (%) (n=32) J4 (%) (n=43) | Total (%) (n=93)
Roofing Poles 13 (14.0) 22 (23.7) 24 (25.8) 59 (63.5)

Fuel Wood 16 (17.3) 32 (34.4) 41 (44.1) 89 (95.8)
Chewing Stick 12(12.9) 19 (20.4) 10 (10.8) 41 (44.1)

Bush Meat 14 (15.1) 12 (12.9) 9(9.7) 35 (37.7)
Medicinal Plants 9(9.7) 30 (32.3) 41 (44.1) 80 (86.0)
Spices, Fruits 11 (11.8) 30 (32.3) 41 (44.1) 82 (88.1)
Wrapping Leaves | 4 (4.3) 29 (31.2) 36 (38.8) 69 (74.3)

Honey 2(2.2) - 1(1.1) 3(3.3)

In several settlements, the residents statedtltiegt do not collect honeyln most settlements,
the residents said that it is only Hausa peopd tfarvest the honey indharea. However, in
Etemi, an informant said that honey is eoted by some peopleut only at midnight.

3.4.3 Logging and Hunting Activities in Omo Forest Reserve: several settlements,
respondents noted that loggeragelly come from outside the reserve, from ljebu-Ode, ljebu-
Igbo and other urban areas. Fegders are residents of the regervhe State Ministry is in
charge of regulating logging activities. Loggermsst get access from the Forestry Officials.
Everyone, whether indigene or outsider stnget a permit to engage in logging.

According to the respondents in a few of theleeitnts that are further away from the proposed
project site, they are not seeingmyanimals as they did in thegta In other pds of the Omo
Forest Reserve, there are sigrafit numbers of wild animalscluding elephants, chimpanzees,
and many others. In Eseoke, for examppliscussants reported that they see many
elephants and monkeys in the evenings aridgrmornings. Other common bush animals in the
reserve are antelope, grasscutters, Igala anddertdihere are also a lot of hunting activities in
the reserve, both by locaksidents and by migrant hunter&vidence was seen in several
locations that extensive hunting is taking plaoe #his needs tbe controlled. According to
discussants at Abeku I, they hunt any type afnah Most of the hunters are indigenes, but any
migrant hunter that ‘reveals’ himself to thenwmunity and lets the a&f hunter know him will

be allowed to hunt. Many of the NTFPs, inchglibush animals, are obtained from the virgin
forest, known asgbo dudu. These virgin bushes are reducing, they are difficult to go into
and ‘if you are not very strong in the &, you cannot go into such busiiFGD with men in
Abeku I).

3.4.4 Environmental Problems:Most of the responses concemgithe environmental problems
found in the reserve focused on deforestation, @ncaind flooding. Some of the informants also
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complained that the soil was becoming degraatetiinfertile because they have limited land for
farming and it is being continudyscropped. Because of thisetlsettlers in some settlements
voiced out the desire for being allowed to faom more lands of the reserve. Evidence of
encroachment of reserve lands for the pugpmidarming was seen in several places.

Among the stated reasons for the environmeptablems are the activities of loggers from
outside the locality. The loggeiswas explained, do not replané#és as they are supposed to.
In fact, discussants from Etéroategorically stated that éhloggers are the ones causing the
environmental problems in their area.

3.5 Physical Capital: Level of Infrastructural Development and Development Needs
Assessment

3.5.1 Infrastructural Facilities and Services:The level of infrastructural development in all
settlements of the forest reserveais very poor. The generatkaof facilities and services is
itemized for each community in Volume Il of thisport. The majority othe settlements could

not boast of any infrastructural facility. The settlements that had a primary school or clinic still
did not have adequate staffing or equipment t&ertae facilities viable. To acquire access to
these facilities and sen8s, residents had to travel long disesior some members of the family
would have to reside in larger towns or villages while the household head and perhaps some of
the family members stayed in the reserve. Mainthe residents compieed about lack of GSM
coverage, which cuts them offon their families and restrictieir access to information. The

only electricity in any settlement was by the use of private generator.

The major problem for settlements in the reee however, is poor roads and lack of
transportation. This problem has come out rep&atedhis report as the biggest challenge for
conducting the field workrad as the priority need of the setdes shown in the next section on
priority needs ranking where roads came outttes highest ranked need nearly all the
settlements where paired needs ranking was caotikd Due to the poor roads, many of the
settlements can only be reached by motorcyclewheel drive vehicles. Consequently, the cost
of transportation and the difficulty for markagi the local produce has also caused problems for
the people. According to some discussants, mptteas only means of transport to reach some
of the settlements: To transport produce frdbeku | to Omotosho costs N500, but there is no
alternative.
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Residents rIy on motorcycles to transport their roduc

Although many of the respondents noted that thaatthestatus is not bad, yet they complained
about the lack of health facilities in the areAs reported by the FGD with men in Abeku I,
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“There is no hospital, no clinic. People rely herbs to prepare concoction and if serious, they
have to move to the general hospitatities like ljebu-Odelbadan Ife or Osogbo.”

3.5.2 Development Needs Assessment: &hiNeeds Priority Ranking: Determining the
priority needs of the people is necessary faueng that developmenttgrventions respond to
the problems that are of gredtemportance to them. The studgnducted paired needs priority
ranking with many of the groups of males and femadsident in the settlements of Omo Forest
Reserve. This was conducted during the FGDse rébults are collated and presented in Table
17. Some of the settlements had so few ressdéat it was not possi#ko conduct FGDs, while
some had only male residents and so FGDh females were impossible. In a couple
settlements, the FGDs were conducted with maled females together since there were very
few residents available.

Table 17: Results of Paired Needs Priorit)Ranking with Residents in Omo Forest Reserve

Name of Settlement | Road | School| Health | Water | Market | GSM Other
facility coverage
J1
Iho-Ajegbemi (M) 1 2 4 Farm inputs = 3
Owaode (M) 1 2 3 4 5
Okuku Temidire (M) 1 4 2 3
Baoku (M) 1 3 2 4 Oil press =5
Tauangya (M) 3 6 2 5 Tree crops =1
(F) 1 2 3 Loans =4
J3
Munale (M) 1 2 4 3 Farm inputs =5
Onitasi Il (M&F) 1 2 3 5 4
Aba EKkiti Apara (M) 1 4 3 2
Erinla | (M) 1 2 3 4
Erinla 1l (M) 1 3 2 Farm inputs =4
(3] 2 3 1 4 Electricity =5
Wonder Camp (M) 1 2 4 3
J4
Aba Baale (M) 1 2 4 5 2
(F) 1 2 4 6 4 Cottage industry = 3
Etemi (M) 1 4 3 2 6 Bridge =5
(P 1 2 3 Bridge = 4
Sojukodoro (M) 1 3 2 5 4
Ori-Apata (M) 1 3 2
Ologuna (M&F) 1 2 3
Osoko (M) 1 4 2 5 6 3
(F) 1 2 3 6 5 Electricity = 3
Abeku lITemidire (M) | 1 3 2 5 5 5 Farm inputs = 3
B | 4 1 2 5 Cottage industry = 3
AbekulAdekanmbi(M)| 1 5 2 4 3 Police station =6
(F) 1 2 3 3 Electricity =5
Eseoke (M) 1 3 2 5 4 6
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(F) 1 2 3 5 4
Tamitami (M) 1 2 3
Imoba (M) 1 2 3 4 Electricity =5
(F) 3 1 2

Note: Ranking: 1=most important need to the residents;" md@t important, etc.
M=male group responses; F=female group responses
Not all settlements are included as FGDs could not be conducted in some locations.

The findings of the paired needs priority ramk reaffirms that themost important need
throughout the reserve area is improvement ofdld network for improved accessibility to the
settlements and more effectiveaeuation of produce. Schoolscahealth facilities, followed by
water and market are the needs of the next graaipsttance to the residents. Other frequently
mentioned needs of lesser imfaorce are farm inputs, GSM caouage, electricity and cottage
industries.

It is obvious that some of thefailities and services cannot be established in the reserve due to
the small population size in most communities aradteped nature of the settlements. However,
by improving the road network, the inhabitamteuld find it less difficult to have access to
facilities and services in largeillages and towns in the locality.

3.6 Knowledge and Attitudes of the Local Inhaitants on Official Policy and Practices
concerning Forest Reserve

3.6.1 Knowledge of Policy and Restrictions on Forest Reserve Udes study investigated the
awareness of the inhabitants e policy and restrictions sby the government on the use of
forest resources and the activities allowedthe reserve and their attitudes concerning the
restrictions. The prac&s of the rural dwellers such esllecting NTFPs, hunting and logging
activities have been disssed in earlier sections.

It was obvious that in all locatns in the forest reserve, r@shts were aware of the basic
restrictions and they were ablergxount these to the researchers.
The following are the restrictions that were iti@med in nearly all thearious IDIs and FGDs:

X People must not go into the reserve totregs and may only gather dry branches for
firewood:

People must not kill animals (for hunting),

People must not farm inside the reserve;

People should not harvest honey, and

People should not set fire in the reserve.

X X X X

These responses demonstrated the effectiverid¢he information dissemination concerning the
restrictions in the reserve areas.
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3.6.2 Attitudes on Forest Reserve Restrictionia:a general sense, the majority of the residents
held the opinion that the restrictions on the afsthe reserve are ‘good’ as shown in Table 18.
Only about 1/3 of the residerfedt that the restrictions wetbad’ or had no opinion. There was
little difference between sectoin the proportions of respontts who held the positive or
negative views.

Table 18: Views of Residents of Omo Forest Rerve on Restrictions for Use of Reserve

Overall View of J1 (%) (n=18)| J3 (%) (n=32) | J4 (%) (n=43) | Total (%) (n=93)
Restrictions

Good 11(11.8) 22 (23.7) 27 (29.0) 60 (64.5)
Bad 4 (4.3) 4 (4.3) 6 (6.5) 14 (15.1)
No Opinion 3(3.2) 6 (6.6) 10 (10.8) 19 (20.6)

Specific responses to attitud@atements are found in Table 19.

Table 19: Results of Responses to Attitude Stents by Residents oDmo Forest Reserve

Statement Strongly | Agree Undecided| Disagree | Strongly Mean
agree disagree | score
J1J3J4* | J1 J3 J4/J1J3 J41J1J3J4 |J1 33 J4

1. Restrictions on use of forest

products are necessary. 12 19 33| 613 10| === === === | semomm oo | e e e 4.7
2. They lead to more
suffering.
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3. If there were ng
restrictions, the people would

completely clear the forest.- 3 111151729 1 6 3 |2 5 = | coe oo - 3.7
reserve.

4. The restrictions are not

good and should be removed.--- --- 2| 9 12 3|-- 8 3 | 8 12 20 1--15 3.5

5. Local residents understand
the importance of the forest 2 6 12|16 22 31| - 4 == | === == o= | == oo -
reserve. 4.2

6. People in the community
should be allowed to manage

the forest reserve by.. .. .. 3 94| 25 {31710 |10 129 2.0
themselves. -

Note: J1 —n=18; J2-n=32; J4 —n=43
Overall average mean = 3.5.

The findings on the attitude statements showtihe statements that have the most negative
responses (#2 & 6) are related te thost negative views of the nestions. This is in line with
the findings in Table 18 in which the majority thie sampled residents caoter the restrictions

to be positive.

When asked about the impact of the forestrieseestrictions on lo¢ancomes and livelihoods,
a significant number of respondsnioted that they have expeged a negative impact. In the
words of discussants at onetbe FGDs, farmers stated thdthe restrictions have a negative
impact. Most times, bush animals come frthra forest reserve tdestroy our farms and
Government says we should not kill animals that are destroying our fdmdsed in Etemi, a
respondent noted that elephantsistmes come and destroy thems and at times, loggers also
cause damage to their farms.

In a different contribution, male sttussants from Abeku Il said that one effect ugheir lives is

the inability to have access to timber resourf@sroofing their housesn the reserve. In
Taungya, the informants also noted that thestrictions are not good for us. We are being
denied use of bett areas to farm”. A similar view was expressed by male discussants at
Munale in J3:“We want to expand our farms so as to make more money, but we are not
allowed”.

3.6.2 Attitudes Toward Government and other Official$he study also investigated the kind
of relationship that exists between Governmentiffs and the residents of the forest reserve.
There are several different types of governnugfitials that the local population may have
contact with including Forest Guds from the Department Bbrestry, extension agents and
local government officials. Typically, rural dwaleare not interested in where officials come
from and all officials are viewed in the samay. The results in Table 20 show that the
relationship between Governmemidaresidents is generally not good.

Table 20: Type of Relationship beégn Government Officials and Residents
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Relationship J1 (%) (n=18)| J3 (%) J4 (%) Total (%)
(n=32) (n=43) (n=93)
Very Good 3(3.2) 2(2.2) 1(1.1) 6 (6.5)
Fair 10 (10.8) 8 (8.6) 17 (18.3) 32 (37.7)
Poor 5 (5.4) 17 (18.3) 23 (24.7) 45 (48.4)
Hostile - 5 (5.4) 2(2.2) 7 (7.6)
Total 18 (19.4) 32 (34.4) 46 (46.2) 93 (100.0)

A major factor affecting the atiides of residents toward theo@rnment was the event of 2008
where the Ogun State Government wanted ke t@ver the reserve ardiove the people out,

burning much of their crops amgoperty as well. In Owode nomunity in J1, for example,

informants reported that 37 houses were burnt datthat time. Latein 2009, the inhabitants

were told they could return dabe reserve was no longer beitaken over. According to an

informant in Etemi (J4), this event reduced thenber of residents andigrant hunters in the

locality. An informant from Iho-Ajgbemi in J1 stated that, peopleo“longer take farming as

seriously in the area since tlieugs invaded the settlementsdiive people away on the claim
that Ogun State Government waaitto use the whole landThe same view was offered at
Baoku settlement.

Relationship with Government officials
25+ F
20+ .
@ . Relationship with Government
154 officials J1 (%)
m . Relationship with Government
10- officials J3 (%)
O . Relationship with Government
5] officials J4 (%)
0,
Very Good Fair Poor Hostile

Figure 15: Graph to illustrate the type of relationship between officials and residents in
Omo Forest Reserve.

The study found that in J3 and J4, inhabitantsegaly noted that therhad been very little
activity of the Government, whether positivelyreggatively affecting themn the area. In J1,
however, there was reported gegadctivity in the area. Th&tudy obtained responses from the
sampled inhabitants on whether any developnaetivities carried ouby the Government had
taken place recently
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Table 21: Activities of Government in the Area

Recent Gov't

J1 (%) (n=18)

J3 (%) (n=32)

J4 (%) (n=43)

Total (%) (n=93)

Activities?
Yes 10 (10.8) 4(4.3) 7(7.5) 21 (22.6)
No 8 (8.6) 28 (30.1) 36 (38.7) 72 (77.4)
Total 18 (19.4) 32 (34.4) 43 (46.2) 93 (100.0)
Activities of Government in the Area
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Figure 16: Chart to illustrate the poor level of official activity.

When asked about the relationship with the Gawvemi officials, discussants in many of the
FGDs said they have no relationship at all ililem. Over one-half of the respondents stated
that the relationship was poor or even hostile. Many of the respondents said that the only time

they see any representative of the goweent is when an election is coming.

Discussants from Aba EKkiti (Apgran J3 took a very pragmateapproach in their relationship
with the authorities?We cannot go against the governmemptision or else the government will

ask us to leave the reserve and we are not ready to leave”.
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CHAPTER 4: FINDINGS ON OL UWA FOREST RESERVE AREA

4.1 Demographic Profile of Surveyednhabitants of Oluwa Forest Reserve

This section provides a general characterizatiothefresidents that were sampled from among
the local residents of the settlements in Oluwa $idReserve area. It should be recognized that
this is not a full representatiai the local populatiosince the sample waairposive in terms of
selecting informants and respondents and wagifs¢d by gender. A total of 52 respondents
were sampled from the study area of Oluwa Forest Reserve.

4.1.1 Age of Respondentsll of the sampled respondents adults with about 65% of them
over 40 years of age as seen in Table 23 agdr&il8. This is important because the study
does, among other issues, examine the trendesource use and quality over time. It also
investigates the opinions of pers who have lived and been invedl in the forest reserve over
a significant period of time. For this reason, shenple was purposive inlseting mostly adults
over 30 years of age.

Table 23: Age Distribution of SampledResidents in Oluwa Forest Reserve

Age Freq/%

" 30 4 (7.7)
31-40 14 (26.9)
41-50 14 (26.9)

50 20 (38.5)
Total 52 (100.0)

Age Distribution Freq/%
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Figure 18: Bar graph showing age of sanipd residents of Oluwa Forest Reserve

4.1.2 Distribution of Sample by SexThe sample was stratifidoy sex to ensure there was
adequate representation of lbotmales and females. This not, however, an accurate
proportionate sample of the two groups as dbtual proportion of mageand females in the
study areas is unknown. The findings did reveat th the smaller settlements, some families
were located in two places with the wives and children living in another village or town while



the men stayed in the settlement during the weedlarm or hunt and then join the rest of the
family for the weekend. The sample was made up of about 2/3 (67.3%) males and 32.7%
females as illustrated in Figure 19.

Sex Distribution Freq/%

O Male
m Female

Figure 19: Distribution by Sex of Samplée Residents of Oluwa Forest Reserve.

Representation of both males and females e dample has allowed for some reflection of
gender differences in the findingsven though a full gender analysias not carried out for this
study.

4.1.3 Distribution of Sample by ReligionSlightly over one-half (55.8%) of the sampled
respondents are Christians and the remaining 442%ed that they are Muslim. This is
illustrated in Figure 20. As with the findinggom Omo Forest Reserve, however, the
respondents did not profess totbaditional religious worshippeesven though there is evidence
of the practice of traditional religions in therrio of sacred sites anghrines in many of the
settlements as reported in a later section.

Religion Distribution Freq/%

@ Christian

@ Muslim

Figure 20: Distribution by Religion of Samgded Residents of Oluwa Forest Reserve



4.1.4 Distribution of Sampled Population by Place of Origidearly all (96.2%) of the sampled
residents stated that they deruba by ethnicity. As seen fable 24, the majority of the
inhabitants are from Ondo, OsumdaOgun States. The remaining #om Oyo State. By this
result, it can be deduced thatng all of the people in the Reserve are from the southwestern
part of Nigeria. This also demonstrates thajonig of the residents armigrants from outside
Ondo State who have come here to settle, farm and hunt.

Table 24:Distribution of SampledInhabitants of Oluwa Forest Reserve by State of Origin

State of Origin Freq/%

Ondo 13 (25.0)
Osun 13 (25.0)
Ogun 18 (34.6)
Oyo 8 (15.4)
Total 52 (100.0)

Table 25 further reflects the migtastatus of the majority of the residents. Only about ¥ of the
surveyed population has stayed in the reserve foe tian 20 years. @v 40 % have resided in
the reserve for less than 10 years.

Table 25: Period of Residence in $#ements in Oluwa Forest Reserve

Period of stay (t = year) Freq/%

"5 11 (21.2)
6-10 12 (23.1)
11-15 11 (21.2)
16-20 6 (11.4)
21 12 (23.1)
Total 52 (100.0)

Although individual information on each of the $mtients is provided in Volume Il of this
report, it is considered useful to provide a digsion of one of the erlave villages in Oluwa
Forest Reserve to have a clearer idea of whatacheristics the settlements in the reserve have.
This also reflects the way of life of settlevhose families do not reside in the locality.

Asorowo: An Example of a Small Local Enclave Settlement
Asorowo is an example of a very small hamleit throvides a base feemporary settlers. The
hamlet is located within natural foresttwi4 huts and less than 20 people. The huts are
constructed with thatch and tadin as shown in the photographdye. Majority of the settlers
are lkale persons from Odigbo LG# Ondo state. The inhabitarftem Calabar arethat are in
their midst are hired labourers.i¢ta dispersed settlement with each hut surrounded by kalanut
and plantain crops. Only men with a few men are found in the community, while other
members of their family reside in Omotosivbere the children attend school. They usuglly
move out of camp on Fridays or Saturdaysh@ evening and return on Monday morning.| At
times, when they return to the settlement, arsmaduld have invaded their farms to eat plantain,
banana, yam, cocoyam and other food crops. Animals usually found in the area |include
chimpanzee, monkey, and tortoise.




4.1.5 Marital Status of Inhabitats of Oluwa Forest AreaTaking into consideration the age
distribution of the sampled respomdig, it is not surprising thatver % of the surveyed persons
indicated that they are married little more than 10% of #hrespondents are widows/widowers
and a little lesgshan 10% are still single ashown in Table 26. Newheless, several of the

informants reported that their wives and childreay sh a different town or village so that even
though they may be married, they do not haeedtivantage of family labour on their farms.

Table 26: Distribution by Mari tal Status of Surveyed Residats of Oluwa Forest Reserve

Marital Status Freq/%
Single 5(9.7)
Married 41 (78.8)
Widowed 6 (11.5)
Total 52 (100.0)

4.1.6 Educational Status of Residents of Oluwa Forest ResefVves educational status of the
sampled respondents is generally ith 50% stating that they have formal education. This
can be seen in Table 27. This is at varianith the findings from Om Forest Reserve where
relatively few had no formal education andsignificant proportion een had secondary or
vocational education. With adh level of non literate residextthe ability to disseminate
information would be limited to non written megsea. With the gendrdack of primary and



secondary schools in theserve area, as indicatedthe description ofndividual settlements in
Volume I, the ability to ensureducation even for the childr&nlimited. For this reason, many
of the children reside in othécations to go to school.

Table 27: Distribution of SampledResidents by Educational Status

Education Attainment Freq/%
No Formal Education 26 (50.0)
Primary Education 15 (28.8)
Secondary Education 8 (15.4)
Others Vocational 3(5.8)
Total 100.0
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4.2 Social Capital: Social Groups, Sites 8bcial Significance and Leadership PatternsAs
noted earlier in the similar section for Omo FoiRsserve, social capital is very important in the
lives of people, particularly in rural areas ahdge without the formal social services. In such
situations, social groups give the social suppbdt is otherwise absent. Social sites are
important for maintaining social and culturakidity. The local leaders ensure that the local
community is linked to other communitiasd that social power is regulated.



4.2.1 Social Groups and Association§:he most common socialaup in Oluwa Forest Reserve
area is the Town Development Union, followby the age grade society and the informal
savings and credit associati@s(su) The membership in social groups is presented in Table 28
and Figure 21. These groups may be incorporateddevelopment activities as a major way to
mobilize the local population for consation and development activities.

Table 28: Membership in Social Groups in Oluwa Forest Reserve

Social Groups Freg. (%)
Cooperative 8 (15.4)
Informal Savings 18 (34.6)
Informal Work Exchange -

Age Grade Society 25 (48.1)
Town Development Union 47 (90.4)
Religious Groups 10 (19.2)
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Figure 21: Social Group Membership for Residents in Oluwa Forest Reserve

4.2.2 Sites of Social Significancés in the findings for Omo Fosé Reserve, th study found

that the religious sites were the ones of thetgetaignificance to the people. The researchers

did not find much evidence of cemeteries or otlites 0f historical significance in the reserve.
Since the majority of the residents are migrants and some of the settlements are temporary
dwellings, it is understandableathpersons would bury their deidtheir places of origin.

Table 29 presents a list of the religious sitesluding churches, mosqueasd traditional sacred
sites in the identified communities in the forest rese This is a collation of the findings on the
individuals settlements as contained in Volume Il of the report.



Table 29: Religious Sites of Social Significa® in the Settlements irDluwa Forest Reserve

Name of Settlement Churches Mosques | Traditional Sacred Sites
Asorowo
Gbekelu 1 1
Kabiyesi 1 1 1 (Eesi)
Alaf
Gbojulogun 1 1 1 (Ogun)
Aba Black
Vasco Camp
Bature 2 1 2 (Ogun, Oya)
Adejori Camp 4 1 1 (Babaiji)
Ulugha 2 1 2

Lafa (Nirowi) 1

The presence of churches, mosques or evertitreal sacred sites is an indication of the
permanency of the settlement. Those with no plategorship are less likely to be permanent
residences of the inhabitants.

A sacred site in Bature communit

4.2.3 Local Leadership Patterns i®@luwa Forest Reserve Arealhe traditional leadership
pattern in Oluwa Forest Reserve Area is venyilar to that of Omo Forest Reserve due to the
fact that both areas are inhabited mostly by Yoruba peoples. In Oluwa a@&jthéBaale)of
Ulugha is directly responsible to tisemawe (Obar king) of Ondo Kngdom. The traditional
leaders of all other settlements under Ondo territory are undeatthnority of theOloja of
Ulugha.



There has been a land dispbttween the people of Ulugha and Gbekelu since around January
2010. This is currely being handled by the Ondo State Depemt of Forestry at Akure. This
conflict illustrates the greater competition for gafale lands for farming or other activities in the
reserve area. It also demonstrates the inalfitthe traditional polital institution to handle
matters of this nature.

4.2.4 Sources of Information for Residés of Oluwa Forest Reserve AreaThe most common
sources of information for the local populatimesiding in the Oluwa Forest Reserve area are
radio and the town crier as shown in TaB@ Newspapers and television are not common
sources partly due to the high level of non literasywell as inaccessibility of the settlements
and because of lack of electricity. Telephoisea relatively more common source of
information, but it is limited in coverage as manformants from differenlocalities complained
that they are unable to get angrsl from their residence. Therést Guards are another source
of information for the rural dwellers, reaching about 1/3 of the respondents.

Table 30: Sources of Information for Residents of Oluwa Forest Reserve

Sources of Information Freq. (%)
Newspaper 6 (11.5)
Radio 41 (78.8)
Television 6 (11.5)
Local Town Crier 40 (76.9)
People from Outside 7 (13.5)
Telephone (GSM) 20 (38.5)
Forest Guards 18 (34.5)

Radio is the best medium to pass informatiorhi rural dwellers. Irirying to sensitize the
population on conservation and the activities @& #mvironmental agencies, this would be the
most effective way to reach the largest number of residents.

4.3. Village Economy and Local Livelihoods

In the same way as stated in section 3.3 & thport, the local @momy of Oluwa Forest
Reserve is largely based on activities utilizing tiatural resource base. These activities include
crop farming, gathering NTFPs, processing agricaltproduce and hunting. This section looks
at not only the income-generating activities greatest significance, but also considers the
dependence of the local population upon theousses of the reserve for meeting local
livelihoods.

4.3.1 Income-generating Activitiesfable 31 and Figure 22 present the findings on the income-
generating activities engaged in by the local inhatstaf the forest reserve. All of the sampled
respondents engage in crop fangi Processing of the farm produce is another activity engaged
in by nearly everyone sampled. Through their multiplponses, it is apparent that some of the
people engage in multiple income-generating activities, perhaps combining farming with
processing and / or trading as wellodiser means of securing goods or cash.



Table 31: Income-generating Activities oResidents of Oluwa Forest Reserve (n=52)

Income Generating Activities Freq/ (%)
Farming 52 (100.0)
Processing of farm Produce 49 (94.2)
Trading 23 (44.2)
Transportation (Okada) 5(9.6)
Carpentry 3 (5.8)

Livelihood Activities
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Figure 22: Graph of Income-generatingActivities in Oluwa Forest Reserve

It is very likely that the rggondents would have under-represeritednumber of activities they

carry out in an attempt to meet their livelildooeeds. In Adejori Camp, for example, the
majority of households also have a few local chickens that are reared using free range
management.

4.3.2 Crops Grown by Residents Ofuwa Forest Reserve AreaAs in Omo Forest Reserve,
the most significant crops are @omnic tree crops particularlgocoa, kolanut, plantain and
banana. Nearly all of the régints grow all of these crops psesented in Table 32. Yam is
another very commonly produced crop, but cocoyam and cassava are less prominent.

Table 32: Distribution of Crops Grown by Farmers in Oluwa Forest Reserve (n=52)

Crops Freq. (%)
Cocoa 52 (100.0)
Kolanut 51 (98.0)
Plantain 49 (94.2)
Banana 50 (96.2)
Yam 44 (84.6)
Cocoyam 23 (44.2)
Cassava 17 (32.7)




The major crops of cocoa, kolararid plantain / banana are gtlod income earners. Informants
stated that at the time of the study, cocoa was selling for N40O per kg; one basket of kolanut for
about N5,000 and a dozen bunches oftalanvas earning from N5,000 to N10,000.

-

7 o N S 5 ey 2010
Banana

and plantain crops of seters at Asorowo, Oluwa Forest Area

4.3.3 Gender Dimensions to Livelihoods Oluwa Forest Reserve AreaGender-specific
activities in the foresteserve are indicated in Table 33. eTimajor gender differences were in
production of economic tree croggjnting, logging and transpotian providers for men, while
women specialize in processing kolanuts, gad palm oil and petty trading as shown in the
photographs below.

Table 33: Gender-specific Income-generating Atvities in Oluwa Forest Reserve Area

Activities carried out by Males Activities carried out by Females

Crop production: cocoa, kolanut, plantain, yam, | Processing of agricultural produce like kolanut and
etc. food products like gari and palm oll

Hunting Petty trading

Logging (by a few inhabitants) Gather some NTFPs like fuelwood, spices, etc.
Gather some NTFPs like roofing poles

Motorcycle riders (Okada)

From the table, it is apparent that some efithportant NTFPs are gathered by males or females
such as in the case of roofing poles andwoeld respectively, while ber NTFPs are gathered
by both males and females such as chewind,stieedicinal plants, some spices, fruits and
wrapping leaves. Harvesting honey is rarely demee there are restrichs concerning it.
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Very few respondents stated that they harvest honey, but in the few cases that they do, it is the
task of men.

=

Kolanut processing: A major income generating activity for women within Oluwa Forest
Reserve
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4.3.4 Socio-Economic Status Distribion for Oluwa Forest SettlersThe respondents were
asked to rank themselves in terms of theicie@conomic status (SES) compared to other
residents in the Reserve. The analysis revehkgdover 2/3 of the sartgal residents considered
themselves to be about average while about 10% rated themselves to be better-off. The
remaining felt they were actually poorer than ofbeal residents. According to the informants,

the poorer and more vulnerablehabitants include those thateaelderly and widows. This
distribution by self-evaluatl social status iustrated in Figure 23.

Socio Economic Status Distribution Freqg/%
Poorer than
others
Average @ Socio Economic Status
9 Distribution Freg/%
Better off
0 20 40 60 80

Figure 23: Graph showing comparative peceived SES of residents in Oluwa Forest
Reserve

The commonly reported reason fmwme respondents rating themsshas ‘better-off’ than other
residents is because of their ability to produce cocoa, kolanut and plantain which are very
profitable. Indeed, this is a major reason ttee increasing competition for farm land and the
observed encroachment into the forest resdegpite the regulatiorierbidding this action.

4.4 Natural Capital: Land and Natural Resources in Oluwa Forest Reserve

4.4.1 Accessibility and Qualitgf Natural Resources:While most of the respondents stated that
it was through the allocation of the local ttamhal leader that they had access to land, many
complained that they were unable to get adeqlaaté to farm. This igliscussed further in
section 4.6.2 in which the attitude&residents toward the restimis on resource use from the
reserve is further investigatedh general, the residents are satisfied with the amount of land
available to them for cultivation.

When asked to rate the quality of the natuedources in the forest reserve, however, the

majority (86.5%) rated #hquality of resources as ‘good’, sisown in Table 34. Less than one-
tenth of the sampled settlerdtféne resources were ‘poor’.
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Table 34: Rating of Land, Forest and WaterQuality in Oluwa Forest Reserve (n=52)

Rating/Present status

Good 45 (86.5)
Fair 3 (5.8)
Poor 4(7.7)

Nevertheless, over %2 of the pemdents (59.6%) thought that the lipyaof the resources in the
Forest Reserve had ‘declined’ over the last 20 years.

4.4.2 Collection of NTFPs by Residts of Oluwa Forest ReserveAs earlier discussed,
collecting NTFPs is a very important activity that is primarily for the purpose of enhancing
household food security. Some of theduscts are also sold wherever possibl&uelwood

collection is the most commonrést product gathered, followed byofing poles, chewing stick,
medicinal plants and spices or fruits.

Table 35: NTFPs collected by Residents of Oluwa Forest Reserve

NTFPs

Roofing Poles 50 (96.1)
Fuel Wood 52 (100.0)
Chewing Stick 49 (94.2)
Bush Meat 34 (65.4)
Medicinal Plants 49 (94.2)
Spices, Fruits 42 (80.8)
Wrapping Leaves 30 (57.7)
Honey 3 (5.8)

Although it is relatively rare to have peoplenyesting honey in the reserve, the informants
reported that it is only the Hausa people froutside that come around to harvest honey. In
addition to these forest products, respondens® atated that they collect walnuts and
mushrooms.

4.4.3 Logging and Hunting Activities in Oluwa Forest Reservimimals of various types were
seen in the areas visited inu@la Forest Reserve. Gbek&usurrounded by hills / mountains,
so the residents reported thagyhoften see monkeys and gosllain Gbojulogun, informants
say that in addition to the commonly seen anintalsy also see buffalo amthimpanzee

A buffalo was reportedly killed a few months before the study.

In some areas such as around Vasco Camp anda&kafe hunting is going on as evidence such
as seen in the following photograph showSommon bush animals hunted include monkey,
porcupine, antelope and grassautt®iscussants from Baturemained that they usually go to
Shaghara River to hunt since there are many antmaigo there. In fact, the traditional leader
said that Bature was established more thage#ds ago by Chief Ladapo from Ondo town as a
logging and hunting community.
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Evidence of Hunters' Activities at
processing animals)

Although logging is going on in the Reserve, moktthe discussants stated that it is being
carried out by outsiders that come in to cuwvdathe trees. At Asorowo, for example, the
discussants stated thdth@ugh a lot of logging isaking place, it is niocarried out by residents
but by outsiders. There were only a few respatgi¢hat admitted that they are engaged in
logging. Nevertheless, there is significant evide of deforestation by farmers encroaching on
Reserve lands to open areas for farming ascussed in the following section.

4.4.4 Environmental Problems in Oluwa Forest Reservas in Omo Forest Reserve, the main
environmental problems were reported todedorestation, erosion,dibding and declining soil
fertility. The reducing quality of the soil wagréiuted to the continuous farming of limited land
allocated to the residents. In Adejori, an informant complained that natural resources are
declining becausetliey have famed here for a long period — over 50 years — and it is no more
enough for us and my children and my grandchildren to farmrhis problem is further
discussed in a later section, butshould be stated that much tife deforestation is due to
encroaching into forest lands. Accordinghe male discussants at~GD in Asorowo, People

come and take land as they likeThe effects of this can be seen in the following photograph.
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Continuous bush burning and opening of thdorest for farming in Oluwa Forest Reserve

4.5 Physical Capital: Level of Infrastructural Development and Development Needs
Assessment

4.5.1 Infrastructural Facilities and ServicesAs was found in Omo Forest Reserve and as
reported in Volume II of thiseport, the level of infrastriiaral development throughout Oluwa
Reserve is very low. This is due in partttee scattered nature @mall, semi-permanent
settlements that cannot easily support the sitinfadifities, neither cod the support staff — in
terms of teachers or medical personnel — attertkde regular needs of the residents.

As in Omo Forest Reserve, the first, mosiservable problem facing the inhabitants of the
Reserve areas is the poor quality of roads andlityaio access many of the settlements. During

the rainy season in particular, i.e. between July and September, some settlements like Bature are
not accessible because of their poor bridges aadthny streams and rivers to cross before
reaching the community. Informants from Qldogun also complained that during the rainy
season, the only way to get the settlement is by motorcyahich is very expensive: N800 —
N1,000 from Asewele — Korede junction. (SEmgure A.3 in the Appendix). For some
settlements, access is a problem all year round. As seen in the following photograph, some
settlements do not have an access road at aiingthe field work, the team actually had to cut

a path to reach the next community in the reserve.
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Research Team cutting a path for vehicle toeach next community inOluwa Forest Area
In terms of other infrastructural facilities, ethoverall level of development in nearly all
settlements can only be described as ‘vewy'.loln Section 4.1.6, a photograph of a private
primary school at Adejori is presented. This schethe only primary dwol in the vicinity and
serves Adejori and surrounding satilents in Oluwa Forest Area. Glren from Bature have to
trek 6km to Leege which has the nearesmpry and secondary schools. Children from
Kabiyesi attend school in Ondowta or Lasoro, about 4km away.

From the following photograph, one can also #e the area does not have a stable water
supply for the residents. Most inhabitants rely upon the streams and rivers that run through the
reserve such as the ostgown below at Adejori.
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Source of Water for Inhabitants ofAdejoi, Oluwa Forest Area

The Reserve does have a couple local markeeraevhesidents can sell their produce. An
important market outlet especialtgr plantain holds at Bature every 5 days. Gbojulogun also
serves as a market outlet for some surroundilteges, including Keseomi, Omikoko, Agojerry
and Aba Jesa. The residents, however, statedhttyatvould want these markets to be upgraded
to be more modern thdheir current local status.

4.5.2 Development Needs Assessment: &hiNeeds Priority Ranking:Paired Needs priority
ranking was carried out during mast the FGDs to gain inforation from as many groups as
possible. The results of one thfe ranking exercises that wearried out with the women in
Bature settlement is presented in Figure 24 thiscase, the women gave the highest priority to
having a school in their settlement, followed by &dyeroad. This is understandable as it has
been reported that the children B&ture have to trek 6km each day to attend school. This
would, of course, be of primary concern to thethers. The second most important need to
them is improving the road, which is considettedbe the highest priority in most of the
settlements. The remaining three needs, watetkeghand health facility were ranked with the
same level of importance with this group.

The comparative results from all of the rankin@reises carried out withroups of residents in
Oluwa Forest Reserve is presented in Table 36.
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Figure 24: Results of Paired Needs Pricty Ranking with Women in Bature

Table 36: Results of Paired Needs PriorityRanking with Residents in Oluwa Forest
Reserve

Name of Settlement | Road | School| Health | Water | Market | Electricity | Other
facility
Asorowo (M) 1 2 3 = tree seedlings
Bature (M) 1 3 2 5 4 = farm inputs
(F) 2 1 3 3 3
Aba Black (M) 1 2 3
Gbojulogun (M) 1 3 4 5 2 = security
(F) 1 2 3 4
Kabiyesi (M) 1 3 2 5 4 6 = farm inputs
(F) 1 2 3 4 5 = credit
Ulugha (M&F) 1 2 3 4
Lafa / Nirowi (M) 1 4 5 2 6 3 7 = GSM coverage
(F) 1 3 2 6 3 5
Adejori Camp (M) 1 3 4 5 2 = GSM coverage
(F) 1 3 2 4
Gbekelu (M)** 1 6 5 3 2 = relocation;** 4 = GSM
(F) 1 3 2 5 4 coverage

Note: Ranking: 1=most important need to the residents;" md@t important, etc.

M=male group responses; F=female group responses

Not all settlements are included as FGDs could not be conducted in some locations.

** |n Gbekelu, men gave thei®priority as wanting to relocate their settlement to the main road.

Overall, it is apparent that as with the fings from the exercise in Omo Forest Reserve,
improving the accessibility to the dethents with better roads is the highest priority for all of
the settlements. The response from the me@B b Gbekelu should be specially noted. While
accessibility with a better road network is the hgjheriority, the discussants also stated that
they would want their settlement b relocated nearer to the main road. In other words, “if the
road cannot come to us, we will go to the roaiven their location and the prevalence of the
animals in the vicinity, this may kewise conservation action to take.

4.6 Knowledge and Attitudes of Local Inhabitats of Oluwa Forest Reserve on Official
Policy and Practices concerning the Forest Reserve

4.6.1 Knowledge of Policy and Restrictions on Forest Reserve Bsén the Omo Forest
Reserve, the inhabitants are qlitewledgeable about thiestrictions to theiuse of the reserve

18



land and its resources. Masdtthe respondents and discussagdve the following as their
understanding of the restrictions resource use ihe reserve:

¥ People should not burmgthing in the forest;

% There should be no farming in the forest;

¥% People should not kill aniabs in the reserve; and

% They should not kill ‘government tree@hat is, the teak and gmelina trees);

In Adejori Camp, the informants specificallyattd that they know #y must not enter the
reserve, especially blocks Al aA@, but A2 is very close to thesettlement and it is difficult to
follow this regulation.

4.6.2 Attitudes concerning Forest Reserve RestrictioDserall, the inhabitants recognize that
the restrictions on forestserve use are ‘good’ as shownFigure 25 where 78.8% of the
sampled residents responded that they are gB@odly 3.9% felt the resttions are bad and
17.3% had no opinion. Most ofdlresidents realized the imparta of preserving the forest
areas and the value of consearythe trees and wildlife.

Opinion on Forest Reserve Restriction

O Good
E Bad
O No Opinion

Figure 25: Views of Residents oDluwa Forest Reserve on Resttions for Use of Reserve

On the other hand, while many of the informaantsl discussants understood the positive impact
of the restrictions upon the environment and thealihoods, they expised their concern over
restrictions on the use of the landlhis is particularly so with the declining quality of the
continually cultivated lands and the increase in populatidn wcreased demand for land. This
is also no doubt related to the good incomewvadite from cash crops, such as cocoa, kolanut
and plantain, produced in the reserve. Amomgcthmments of the residents are the following:
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“Not burning the bush is good for our livelihoods, but the restrictions of not
exceeding certain size of farnopd should be relaxed a littlfimen at Kabiyesi).

“The community is now large and peoplamn the extension dhe enclave as
there is no land to farm. Even we wambuild more houses, but there is no place
to build the houses{men at Adejori).

“Government should provide more land.islbver 50 years since we were given
land. The approved land is exhaustéBiscussants at Ulugha).

“People are not enjoying seurces in the reservginen at Asorowo).

“When the government said we should gotthere to farm, do they want us to
steal? Itis a bad thing in one wordimale discussants at Bature.)

Specific responses to attitudatsiments concerning restrictiolog residents of Oluwa Forest
Reserve are as presented in Table 37.

Table 37: Results of Responses to Attitude Sthents by Residents oDmo Forest Reserve

Statement Strongly | Agree Undecided| Disagree | Strongly Mean
agree disagree | score

1. Restrictions on use of forest 5 43 1 3 4.0
products are necessary.

6 33 8 1 2.9

11%
1
1
1

2. They lead to mor
suffering.

3. If there were ng
restrictions, the people would 1 29 10 8 4 3.3
completely clear the forest
reserve.

4. The restrictions are not 1 19 20 9 3 2.6
good and should be removed.

5. Local residents understand 1 35 10 3 3 3.5
the importance of the forest
reserve.

6. People in the community
should be allowed to manage 6 38 8 4 1 3.8
the forest reserve by
themselves.

The overall mean for the attitude statemen&4swhich is slightly lower than the mean of
responses from the Omo Forest Reserve. Fremetsults from Oluwa, it is clear that the local
residents recognize the need for the restrictions (statement no 1). There was a positive position
to the aspect that local reside understand the importance o forest reserve (statement no.

5). . There was also a positive response to allowing people in the community to manage their
own area of the forest reserveEhis is significant so that as the project tries to introduce
involvement of the local populath and encourage local participation, the residents will already
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be favourably pre-disposed to this strateghtimately, sustainable development relies upon the
full involvement of the local population.

4.6.3 Attitudes toward Governemt and other Officials:The findings from the study clearly
demonstrate that there is a relatively poortrefship between the lotpopulation and the local

officials of government organizams. Over 60% of the sampleesidents stated that their
relationship with officials was poar even hostile as seen inbla 38 and Figure 26. This is not
a good reflection of the ability twork with the local population.

Table 38: Relationship between Local Population of Oluwa Forest Reserve and
Government officials

Type of Relationship Freq.(%)
Very Good 2(3.9
Fair 17 (32.7)
Poor 30 (57.7)
Hostile 3 (5.8)

Relationship with Government officials

@ Very Good
m Fair
O Poor

O Hostile

Figure 26: Chart showing type of relationshipbetween residents of Oluwa Forest Reserve
and Government Officials

The presence of the Forest Guards in the iRese probably a major ason for the rather poor
relationship with government officilas they are the most visibletbé officials. According to

the discussants in Gbojulogurihé forest guards always come here to disturb uSancerning

the desire to expand the land for cultivation and the obvious encroachment into the forest for
farming in several locations in the reserve, iha surprising that there is some unfriendliness
with those who are sent to enfottbe restrictions on reserve usage.

Beyond the relationship with forest guards, however, there is some negative feeling toward other
government officials including those from the Ibgavernment. As is commonly heard in rural
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communities, many of the informants and dssants noted that the only time they see such
officials is near the election time&hen they will come and makgomises to gain the votes of

the people, but later, tiing is done for them and they don’t see the officials again. This is
reflected in the responses to the questions on whether the government has had any development
activities in the areara 93.3% of the respondents replied negatively.

There is need for officials tkave greater dialogue with thecal residents and improve upon the
relationship with them. Thiwill enhance the cooperation thedn be secured from the local
population to assist in monitoring the consgion efforts of the government and NCF.

4.6.4 Views about the Role of the Comnity in Conservation Efforts: As with the residents in
Omo Forest Reserve area, theidents in Oluwa expressed their willingness to participate in
local conservation efforts. In some ways, tlag already contributing teuch efforts. At
Kabiyesi, for example, the informants stated tity normally report whaer sets fire in the
forest to the Oloja. Other responses refleethbsitive view of participating in the preservation
of the forest:

¥ “The community should be rharge of the forest.”
¥ “We should be the ones to manage the foaest protect the forest with our men.”

What is not clear, however, is ether the residents would fully peat the forest when there is a
great local demand for more land for productiveppses. Regardless ofetlparticipatory role
given to the local population for tli®nservation programs, it is nasary that officials will still
have to monitor the implementation of the resions on local use of the forest resources.

4.6.5 Knowledge of NCFAs with Omo forest reserve, veryweof the residents, only 2 of the
52 sampled respondents, had heard of NCF. Wehproposed conservation project, there will
be need to conduct an awareness campaignasdhid local population M/ be sensitized to the
objectives and actiites of the NGO.

Knowledge of NCF
S———
No
@ Knowledge of NCF %
Yes
0 20 40 60 80 100

Figure 27: Graph showing the very low awarerss of NCF by Residents of Oluwa Forest
Reserve.
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This study carried out a comprehmmesinvestigation to cover the aatives of the study. On the
basis of the findings, a number of custons and recommendations were made.

One of the theoretical assumptions forming the framework for the study was that while some of
the conditions might be somewthgeneralized, there is a puesed locality-specific set of
differences between the forest reserves artvdsn the settlements. From the information
gained on the individual settlements in theotforest reserve aread, is clear that each
settlement is unique in terms of its charactessas well as the needederventions, including

the need to be relocatéd some cases. This requires thath settlement should be considered

on its own merit and the Projectaghd not handle every settlement with the same strategy. Itis
for this reason that the report was separatedwaaeports — to provide information on the level

of the reserve in volume 1 and on the levelnofividual settlements ivolume 2. Even on a
lower level of the individual households, there are differences between persons who are
indigenous to the area and those that are migvamiscan more easily move to another area. On
each level, these differences are significant.

The Project will include an educational and visittce in the locality. As earlier mentioned, this
will bring in workers and other outsiders into tleserve area. The Project should be carried out
with the cooperation and assistance of the loesidents who might otherwise work against the
success of the project. There may be opporasiid provide employment as workers and as
local monitors / custodians diie forest resources and physicabital. The local inhabitants
have expressed the desire to play a roléhex management of the forests which is good for
sustainable development. In some places theylaeady assisting with the raising of seedlings
in local nurseries. There should be other wiayw/hich they can participate and be provided
with some form of incentives. However, there should be close supervision of the local
involvement in the forest management as theigrong demand for motand to farm in some
places, especially in Oluwa Forest Reserve. &iree crops such as cocoa, kolanut and oil palm
are so important to éhlocal livelihoodsgextension services should peovided to improve the
quality of their production without areasing the area uedcultivation.

As anticipated, there have been durts, particularly in Ogun Statiat the inhabitants felt that
they had been unjustly treated by the Stateséenment. More dialjue between the local
population and officials is needed to overcothe reported existing poaelationship. It is
suggested that forest extersiagents who could work witthe people on #ir livelihood
activities and welfare issues and not just $orguards whose duty is purely enforcement of
regulations be incorpated into the programme. Thesdession agents will be involved in
community engagement activities.



Community sensitization with farmers and hunters in Sojukodoro, Omo Forest Area

The proposed educational and visiting facilities for the Projeittrequire upgrading of the
existing infrastructures. The road and bridge network throughout the two reserves is very poor,
resulting in many of the inhabints being cut off from othdocalities and from needed goods

and services. The Project could respond to thenée=ds of the people, as well as provide the
infrastructure needed for the visitors énjoy the natural environment by improving upon the
road network so that iaddition to meeting the requirements of the Project, the permanent
settlements would be better linked to others.

Some of the very small migrant settlements tieaalong the corridor shuld be relocated. The
evidence of extensive hunting activities aleggests the need for more enlightenment and
involvement of the local population in enforcing ttegulations concerning conservation. Forest
guards should also be trained effective commuity relations. Radio should be used to
disseminate extension messages on conservatiare this is the nmsd common source of
information that reaches even the most isolated areas.

From similar studies and relevaliterature, the livelihood®f the enclave dwellers were
assumed to be very dependent upon the natesalurces of the reserve and so their income-
generating activities would be affected by thetnietions on resources use. This would be
intensified with the prposed conservation project. This was indeed found to be so. Due to the
regulations on hunting and restrigt®on the use of forest resourdesal residers were unable

to expand their farming and could not have asde some timber resources. It is recommended
that they should be trained olteanative income generating activities that could provide them



with income without harming the reserve. €Be activities could include such skills as
domestication andearing of grasscutters, madebee keeping in approved areas, and planting
trees specifically for firewood and othteee products such as roofing poles.

For sustainable development, the participatiotheflocal population is acial. This requires
legitiation of the Project and mitization of the rural dwellers.The local traditional leaders
could play an important role in gaining theoperation of the local population. The Oba has
authority over the Baales in the smaller settlet®ieso that with the involvement of the higher
level traditional rulers, there would be a meahpassing information as well as legitimation for
the Project. It would be a seds omission to by-pass the lbdeaders which also includes
leaders of local farmers, hunters, wonand other groups in the communities.

The social capital in the settlements is limiteanany places. It may be necessary to strengthen
some of these local groups to use them asredla of information, traing and mobilization.
There was little evidence that@eation would have any major efft on social disruption since
there were few sites of social significance, particularly for the small migrant settlements that are
more likely to be affected by the need to relocate.

It is quite common to put much of the blaron the local population for problems associated

with deforestation, illegal loggingnd encroachment. Some ofstls justified as the people
themselves admitted that local residents sometimes go into the reserve areas to take over lands
for farming when their land is inadequate. However, much of the environmental damage is
caused by outsiders like commercial loggerggramt hunters and honey harvesters who come

into the reserve, explothe forest resources and leave. tiities of these outside loggers and

other groups should be carefullgonitored. Local residentsheuld not be blamed for the
destruction caused by outsiders.

Ultimately, the enclave dwellers recognize that the reserve lands are Government owned and that
the Government has the right to bring in any development project. They are not opposing the
intervention. It would, however, be advisablemork with the people and not create a situation

in which they are treated asough they are enemies of the eomment that they also have a
vested interest to protect.



6.0 APPENDIX
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