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The social behavior of elephants at Uda Walawe and Minneriya National Parks was studied by
creating photographic identification files of individual elephants and collecting behavioral and
demographic data. This project also conducted workshops for wildlife managers and
disseminated information while working to engage members of the public likely to experience
conflict with elephants building relationships that led to better management and awareness of the
elephants. Studies on Asian elephant social behavior and population dynamics in the Uda
Walawe National Park were enhanced with radio tracking collars then transferred to Malaysia.
Data ultimately helped in the making of wildlife management decisions that reduce human-
elephant conflict and provide alternate development strategies to help sustain elephant
populations.



